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Promoting sustainable
development through

environmental studies
BAKXTHEED REEREEYE

s a liberal arts university, Lingnan is

committed to enhancing students’

knowledge of science through a

number of science courses in the
core curriculum. Outside the classroom,
students are given enormous opportunities
to conduct projects on campus and in the
wider community with an aim to conserve our
environment, and to protect the uniqueness of
Hong Kong.

“These ‘citizen science’ projects are an
excellent way of involving Lingnan students in
new areas,” says Prof Mark McGinley, Director
of Core Curriculum and General Education,
and Head of Science Unit.

He further explains that the aim of citizen
science, which is also known as community
science or civic science, is to let non-specialists
and members of the general public participate
in environmental and scientific projects. It asks
them to observe things about the environment
and take measurements with simple tools that
don't require a lot of training.

Forinstance, one group of studentsis currently
undertaking a project with frogs. “They are
interested in what makes frogs call,” McGinley
says. “In the afternoon, early evening, and late
at night, the students go behind their hostel
and listen for whether the frogs are calling
or not. They keep track of data about the
local temperature and humidity and get extra
information about the weather from the Tuen
Mun observatory. The objective is to find out
which factor is most responsible for causing
the frogs to call.”

Drawing on his own background in
environmental science and ecology, McGinley
believes that the frogs call most after it rains. In
such projects, though, it is the experience and
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the process of learning that count as much as
the actual results.

“In any citizen science project, there is no
right or wrong answer. The important thing is
whatever the students learn in their particular
study. What makes it more successful is if they
come up with their own ideas. We help them
through the process and explain key scientific
principles. I'm hoping that over the next two
to three years we'll be able to establish several
more such projects.”

Another group is doing a study of birds. They
walk around their hostel a few times a day,
collecting data on how many birds they see
or hear. Such projects often start with a small
dataset, but it can grow significantly.

“It’s quite easy to imagine that in ten years, we
could have really impressive datasets on many
different subjects,” McGinley says.

“The Process of Science,” which is currently
offered as a trial cluster course, will become
part of Lingnan’s Common Core curriculum
from the 2019/20 academic year onwards,
with about 370 to 390 students taking it each
term. These students will become engaged
in an ever wider range of stimulating science
projects.

McGinley and his team have also taken part in
a number of Service Learning initiatives. One
focused on “Developing intergenerational
education  partnerships to  encourage
conservation of reptiles and amphibians
in Hong Kong,” and this year it earned him
and colleague Prof Jonathan Fong Lingnan’s
Knowledge Transfer Excellence Award.

“We wanted to develop a programme to
expose students, younger children and the
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Romer's trei S FE A

elderly to the reptiles and amphibians that live
in Hong Kong,” he says.

The four-week programme last summer
included lectures and night-time excursions
to see reptiles and amphibians in their natural
habitat.

“Many young people in Hong Kong don’'t know
about all the natural spaces around them,”
Fong says. “It was the first time for many of
them to go out hiking or hiking at night. But
they got to see frogs, snakes, lizards, and more.
We thought it was important for them to
experience that.”

The other key aspect of the project was inviting
elderly people to take part. Fong, who has
taught at Lingnan’s Elder Academy, has found
that they are sometimes more enthusiastic
than the students, which makes the latter
realise how much fun learning can be.

“My research mostly focuses on animals
and evolution, in particular reptiles and
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amphibians, which include frogs, snakes,
lizards and salamanders,” Fong says. “I'm most
interested in looking at how these creatures
are related to each other. For example, if there
is a population of frogs in Hong Kong, how is
this species related to one in Mainland China?
By comparing the DNA, we can see how
closely related they are and we can take steps
to protect things that are unique.”

His latest research on “Building a natural
history collection of Hong Kong’s amphibians
for conservation and education, with a genetic
case-study on the endangered Romer’s tree
frog (Liuixalus romeri)” has been awarded
a grant of nearly HK$1.1 million by the
Environment and Conservation Fund.

Fong explains that, in order to protect its
biodiversity, Hong Kong first needs to promote
the comprehensive collection of its natural
history specimens, including native plants,
insects and animals. Though unable to amass
them all on his own, Fong is determined to play
his part by focusing on his specialty and making
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a collection of the local frogs, salamanders and
other amphibians.

The second important step is to take tissue
samples from each specimen and study the
DNA.

Romer’s tree frog is a logical choice for further
research because the species is unique to
Hong Kong.

“When the government was building the new
airport, a population of this frog was found on
the Chek Lap Kok site and they actually had
to decide whether or not to continue,” Fong
says. “Of course, they decided to continue, but
they took the frogs and moved them to other
locations in Hong Kong, such as Kadoorie
Farm, Pat Sin Leng and Tai Po Kau, to try and
preserve them.”

Fong’s other major project is “Developing
Environmental DNA Approaches to Study
the Ecology and Conservation of Endangered
Hong Kong Turtles.” It is funded by the
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The impact on health from this kind of pollution
[incense burning] hasn’t yet been fully explored

Research Grants Council to the tune of nearly
HK$830,000.

“Studying turtles is very time consuming and
very tiring, because first you have to catch
them,” he says. “The process involves placing
traps, usually around mountain streams, so you
have to hike out one day and then go back the
next day to collect the traps. And there is a high
probability that all the traps are empty, which
means you wasted two days of work.”

The initial theory behind the project was
that if a turtle is in the water, it will shed
skin cells. Now technology exists that can
detect and differentiate between the DNA
of different species. This work is the starting
point for identifying suitable locations and
then studying the turtle populations in those
locations. If researchers find a location that is
DNA-positiveforaspecies,thenthisincreases
the likelihood that it is currently living there
(there can be false positives when the DNA
has been preserved, but the species no longer
lives there). Then they can designate priority
areas for trapping and catching the turtles. If
the scientific community verifies that there
are turtles in a given area, it can be a site for
future studies, and researchers can work with
the government to increase protection of that
stream.

This basic approach is also being used for a
project with the Ocean Park Conservation
Foundation that focuses on the study of the
golden coin turtle (Cuora trifasciata) with
reference to ex situ breeding and wildlife
DNA forensics. The goals of this project are to
understand the relationship between different
populations of this endangered species

(endemic to China, Vietnam, and Laos), and
especially to identify the signature of the Hong
Kong population.

“This turtle is of interest because it is local
to Hong Kong and there are probably still
some individuals in the wild. This species has
probably disappeared fromother partsin Asia,”
Fong says. “So again, I'm going to use DNA and
genetics to try and understand the biology
of this species. It is found in different places,
so | want to know how similar or different
the turtles are in these various places, with
the hope that we can then release some back
into the wild in Hong Kong. This release work
is being done in collaboration with Kadoorie
Farm and the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department of the Hong Kong
government.”

He adds that once scientists understand
the pattern of the species, it is then possible
to develop tests to see where individual
turtles come from. That has a very practical
application when it comes to helping customs
officials prosecute people who illegally capture
the turtles. If we know where an individual is
from, we canreturn it to its home.

In addition, Lingnan’s Science Unit also studies
urban living conditions in Hong Kong with a
view to having a positive impact on society.

Prof Paulina Wong is leading a project on “Fine
particulate matter pollution from incense
burning attemplesin Hong Kong.” Wong points
out that the toxic effect of burning a stick
of Chinese incense is equivalent to smoking
approximately 5 to 10 cigarettes, depending
onthe brand.

“If you think of Wong Tai Sin temple and all
the buildings surrounding it - public housing
estates in particular - this could be a critical
issue,” Wong says. “The impact on health
from this kind of pollution hasn't yet been fully
explored.”

The two-year project, supported by an
Environment and Conservation Fund grant of
nearly HK$500,000, will be conducted in two
phases.

“I will first try to distinguish between the
pollution that comes from the temple and that
fromthe mainroad,” Wongsays. “Inthe second
phase, | will be looking at the impact on health
when the two are added together.”

Wong's previous research has looked at urban
climates and pollution. She frequently makes
use of GIS (Geographic Information System)
technology and map applications in her
projects and teaching.

‘Around 90 per cent of the questions you come
across in life involve a location,” she says. “For
example, for a marketing student doing an
analysis of coffee shops in Tsim Sha Tsui, a map
with all the relevant locations is essential for
the project and in considering related topics
like entrepreneurship.”

McGinley notes that because there are no
natural science majors at Lingnan, it is possible
to teach interested students the “best”
subjects or what has most impact.

‘| try to talk about things that are exciting
to me and which are relevant to their lives,”
he says.
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Natural excursions give rise to conservation.awareness among the public.
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ong Kong's ethnic  minority

jobseekers often face obstacles to

employment, but a new Lingnan

University study highlights a number
of ways to improve their prospects.

In her groundbreaking research project, Prof
Lisa Leung Yuk-ming of Lingnan University’s
Department of Cultural Studies has taken an
in-depth look at the difficulties some groups
face in finding work.

Titled “Job seeking practices of South
Asian youths in Hong Kong - Evaluation of
employment support services”, the study
focused mainly on jobseekers of Southeast
Asian background and the steps needed to
enhance their immediate employability and
overall prospects.

In partnership with the Catholic Diocese of
Hong Kong Diocesan Pastoral Centre for
Workers - Kowloon, Leung also considered
the effectiveness of existing government

12 LINCNAN WIRE

Enhancing employability
of ethnic minorities
AR EEIEE HE SR BEE R

support mechanisms and how they too could
be improved.

“The project is important because it fulfils a
real need in the community,” says Leung, who
received a Knowledge Transfer Excellence
Award funded by Lingnan University for
exemplary projects under the internal
Knowledge Transfer Project Fund.

The research methodology included a survey
questionnaire, and five focus group interviews.
As ethnic minorities comprise less than 8 per
cent of Hong Kong’s population, Leung had
to find a way to target the community. She
did so via “snowball sampling” with the help
of five gatekeeper NGOs over a four-month
period. “This is an effective way of combining
academic work with community engagement,”
Leung says.

Published late last year, her research findings
have been acknowledged by government
departments and NGOs. The work has also

received widespread media coverage, which
has helped to raise public awareness about the
kind of difficulties ethnic minority jobseekers
often encounter.

For instance, Hong Kong employers may not
be aware of how unintended bias injob adverts
can deter ethnic minority applicants. For
example, a high proportion of the job ads are
only available in Chinese, including those for
jobs which don't really require a high level of
Chinese proficiency.

The research also showed that many people
from ethnic minorities rely on word-of-mouth
job referrals to find work. This results in them
becoming “employment stereotyped” for work
in just a few sectors, such as the construction
industry. And by repeating the same cycle
of job seeking and employment, the ethnic
minority community also contributes to a
downward spiral of “self-stereotyping,” which
leads to the belief that these are the only types
of jobs they can secure.



In addition, the study highlighted how job
centres operated by the Labour Department
could play a more active role. In particular,
they could do more to educate employers,
encouraging them to create a more ethnically
diverse workplace.

“We hope our survey demonstrates some of
the complexities ethnic minorities face when
looking for jobs,” says Leung, also noting the
recommendations to improve the design and
delivery of existing government employment
support services.

These recommendations include allocating a
portion of the HK$500 million earmarked for
enhancing support for ethnic minorities, which
was announced inthe 2018-19 Budget. It could
be used specifically to enhance employment
supportservicesfor ethnic minority jobseekers
by commissioning NGOs in districts with
larger ethnic minority communities to operate
integrated employment assistance services.
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Similar to the Labour Department’s “On
the Job Training Programme for People
with Disabilities” and the “Employment
Programme for the Elderly and Middle-
aged,” employers could also be encouraged
to launch incentive and support schemes
geared towards hiring more ethnic minority
jobseekers. A first step could be to offer
internships and trial programmes.

“With just a few relatively small changes, the
job-seeking environment for ethnic minorities
could be significantly improved,” says Leung.

She adds that the survey also highlighted areas
where job training seminars and workshops
could be designed to prepare ethnic minorities
for Hong Kong's job market.

Another area of Leung's research involves
working with an NGO to organise theatre,
music and performance workshops for
ethnic minority teenagers.
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“The participants develop presentation skills
andimprove their self-esteem and confidence,”
she says. “These are important life skills
that young people can use in many different
situations, regardless of the career paths they
follow.”

Previously, as a way to raise awareness about
the contribution ethnic minorities make to
Hong Kong society, Leung, in collaboration
with an NGO, researched the family stories
of certain individuals living and working in the
Tuen Mun district. This initiative culminated in
a series of cultural appreciation tours, where
members of the public were invited to visit
families and businesses operated by ethnic
minorities.

“By working with community partners, |
hope to bring about stronger connections
between the University as educator and
researcher, and different community
stakeholders,” she says.
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Lingnan University launches pilot

project to promote gerontechnology
SR BB B R

ike other international cities, Hong Kong

is facing the challenges of an ageing

population, as well as changes in the way

people live brought about in large part
by advances in technology.

Akey question, though, is whether technology
can play a bigger role in improving the quality
of life of older people and who should be taking
the lead to make it happen.

14 LINCNAN WIRE

Lingnan University was nominated on the
Chief Executive’s Community Project List
and granted close to HK$20 million by The
Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust to
run a pilot project in this respect. Known as
the “LU Jockey Club Gerontechnology and
Smart Ageing Project” initiative, the aim is to
demonstrate how technology can improve
healthcare, meals, day-to-day living conditions
and transportation for the elderly and help

them adapt to the changes taking place in
society at large.

The three-year project also aims to train young
professionals for the sector to overcome the
current labour shortage.

Lingnan University is teaming up with the
government, businesses, social services,
healthcare providers and others to launch a



wide array of initiatives. These will include
technology applications, education, and an
online platform for social enterprises and
start-ups. Establishing the “LU Jockey Club
Gerontech-X Lab” on the Lingnan campus
in Tuen Mun is an important step. It will be
the first lab of its kind in the New Territories
West area, with indoor and outdoor facilities
covering a total of 2,000 sq ft.

The lab will allow the general public to try out
various gerontechnology products onthe spot.
In turn, the elderly can give feedback to carers
and exhibitors about the different products.

“This is not an experiment, but a real,
measurable initiative,” says Prof Joshua Mok,
Vice-President of Lingnan University and the
project’s inspector. “It is all about synergy and
collaboration. We need professional advice

and guidelines from technology and healthcare
experts to help frontline workers, carers and
students to understand gerontechnology and
its applications, and how they can benefit the
elderly.”

Mok hopes that, in due course, the project
will extend well beyond Tuen Mun to other
districts in Hong Kong.

In addition, there will be a “Social Enterprise
Intelligent Hub” (SEI) making use of big data
analytics in innovative ways with the support
of relevant partners.

DrRosiah Ho, project co-inspector, explained
that it will be a cloud-based resource
information platform. The aim is to gather
helpful data from social enterprises across
in Hong Kong relating to start-ups, recent

research and successful outcomes. This will
help to facilitate collaboration, innovation,
and even financing.

“Launching this is a response to the weak
existing ecosystem for social enterprises in
Hong Kong,” Ho says. “There is general lack of
information flow and communication, which is
the key factor in the slow pace of development
of social enterprises locally.”

By deploying big data analytics, the SEI also
plans to perform behavioural monitoring.

The projectalsoincludes aseries of educational
programmes, public seminars, and community
outreach events as a response to the shortage
of qualified professionals.

Among which are two certificate courses:
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A public seminar ‘Gerontechnology Development Blueprint’ was held on 28 June to examine how different industries tackle the challenge of an ageing population. Dr Lam
Ching-choi, Chairman of the Elderly Commission, Ms Imelda Chan, Head of Charities (Grant Making - Elderly and Family), The Hong Kong Jockey Club, Prof Joshua Mok Ka-ho,
Vice-President of Lingnan University, and representatives from several social enterprises were invited to discuss the latest innovations in the field of gerontechnology.
HEIR6H 28 B R SRR R R REE ABBE DRI REEHZEREIRMEMBE - EERFTAREEHILIE (RERRE) REA LT REXIRRERFRHEREIEE URHEAR—AS
SRR R

Gerontechnology Practitioner  Training
Courses and  Socialpreneur  Incubation
Courses.

Theformer offers practical training workshops
for young people, frontline staff, care-givers
and elderly ambassadors to raise awareness
about gerontechnology.

On completing the course, graduates may be
offered employment at the Lab.

A “dual” student at Lingnan, not only does
Wong Yiu-fai participate in the LingnanU
Elder Academy Programme, but he has
also completed the Gerontechnology

16 LINGNAN WIRE

Practitioner Training Courses as a gerontech
ambassador.

Apart from his garment and wine businesses,
Wong spends much time volunteering in
hospitals in the New Territories West and
Hong Kong East, where he first came across
gerontechnology.

“The course benefits everyone after all, in the
sense that | can pass on what | have learned
to others and help improve living standards of
theelderlywith gerontechnology. ‘Caretaking’
is an urge among the elders and, when nursing
is understaffed, gerontechnology helps fill the
gap as an important auxiliary,” he says.

A gerontech practitioner Ling Tang Oi-lan,
also graduated from the Lingnan training
course, is fascinated by how practical and
well deployed gerontech products are in
daily life.

‘Due to problems swallowing, some
people have difficulty taking an entire
pil.  Gerontechnology helps with a
multifunctional storage box for pills, able to
grind pills into powder that goes with water
more easily, cut pills in half in seconds as a
dose, and integrate a smart reminder system
with a pre-set alarm. Portable, user-friendly
and affordable, these devices are becoming
popular,” she says.



Dr Lam Ching-choi
MIEMBE

|

of the gerontech ambassadors.
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Scholarships and awards
recognise students’ commitment
to community service

B SHMERY HHALBE

Terra Ting Cham-yin (left) actively shares her
volunteering stories via an international charity VolTra.
TRE (k) BBRABRZSEBIERE ) DZRT OG-



The University works hard to raise awareness of social issues _Ia"lmong students,
encouraging them to take an interest in the welfare.of the community as a whole.

N COVER STORY
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ingnan University’s motto is “Education
for Service” so it's no surprise that
community service is an integral part of
campus life.

Although helping others brings its own reward,
Lingnan has also established a number of
awards and scholarships in this respect. For
instance, the Hang Seng Community Service
Scholarships are awarded to second- or
third-year undergraduates who have done a
minimum of 100 hours of voluntary service,
while also achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.3
or above. The two recipients each receive
HK$20,000.

In addition, the Dr and Mrs James Tak Wu
Awards for Outstanding Service recognise
and reward staff and students who have
consistently demonstrated a commitment
to serving the University or community. The
aim is to encourage a deep sense of social
responsibility, emphasising the importance
of enterprise, effort, and interpersonal
relationships. These particular awards are
presented to students each year, in the form of
HK$5,000 cash and a trophy, and to members
of staff on a biennial basis.

Joanne Cheung Tsz-yan, who is in Year Three
of aBBAdegree in accounting stream, received
a Hang Seng Community Service Scholarship

for becoming an active caregiver for people in
need, andfor overcoming her natural reticence.

She is interested in helping underprivileged
children and, during term time, tutors
youngsters two afternoons a week. Cheung
previously took part in a Lingnan Student
Voluntary Tutoring Scheme, which gave
online tutorials to childrenin rural villages in
China.

‘I realised that with the help of new
technology, we can create a bigger impact
and serve a larger community,” she says. “In
future, | will continue to serve disadvantaged
children, who deserve to be treated much
better than they are.”

Noting that she has been lucky enough to
receive a good education, Cheung believes she
has a responsibility to give something back to
society.

“Many children around the world don't get
quality education, so | want to share my good
fortune with those who are less privileged
than me.”

Cheung, who plans to teach English, points
out the shortage of teachers is a significant
problem in most rural areas caused in part by
the higher remuneration in towns and cities.
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Joanne Cheung Tsz-yan (front right) believes that disadvantaged
children deserve much better, quality education in particular.
RIFE (FIR)RBA SRR BEESEEEF T8 LHREBERB

Being a volunteer and helping others has also
taught Cheung some valuable lessons.

“The experience has improved my problem-
solving skills and shown me the importance
of having a flexible approach,” she says. “That
does not come naturally; you must learn how
to do it. As a volunteer, you find that accidents
happen and surprises occur, so you always
need to have an alternative plan and must think
fast when facing the unexpected.”

She adds that working with physically
challenged patients taught her the
importance of teamwork and working as a
group. With no formal training in that area,
she initially underestimated the difficulty of
certain tasks. That led to some mistakes - in
one case nearly spraining a patient’s foot - but
also showed her the importance of playing to
your strengths.

“I am good at organising activities which bring
happiness, and that has become my new goal,”
Cheung says. “Sometimes, you just have to
accept that you're not good at something, and
find the best way to use your skills as part of
the group.”

Cheung has also found that serving others has
helped her discover new strengths.

“| used to be quite shy and felt anxious when
| had to express my thoughts in public,” she
says. ‘I found it difficult to start conversations,
but after | started volunteering, | had to talk

20 LINGNANWIRE

to a lot of people and now | am much more
comfortable with that and will even suggest
ideas and activities to my supervisors.”

Cheung realised the importance of speaking
up and saw that people who are courageous
in that way are rewarded with opportunities.
She is also quick to counter any suggestion
that individual acts of service don't make a
difference to the world’s many problems.
Rather, she believes in the saying attributed to
Paul Shane Spear which notes that one person
cannot change the world, but can change the
world of one person.

Terra Ting Cham-yin, a Year Four philosophy
student, received a Dr and Mrs James Tak Wu
Award for Outstanding Service. She is one of
the founders of the Fu Tei Bookstore under
Lingnan, took part in the Yan Oi Tong charity’s
“Youth Space” project, and initiated a social
project to promote philosophy and liberal
studies among secondary school students in
Tuen Mun. Ting is also engaged in activities
organised by VolTra, an international charity
which encourages people to share their
experiences and promotes the value of service.
Studying Chinese philosopher Mozi, who lived
around 470 to 391 BC, influenced Ting’s own
attitude and outlook.

“Mozi, my favourite philosopher, said that
nothing is more valuable than righteousness,
and that is one of my mottoes when it comes
to public service,” she says, “Also, helping
others is a great learning process and a good

opportunity to understand yourself better. |
have met a lot of people whose ideas about
life and society are inspiring, and that has
encouraged me to continue down this path.”

Experience has also taught Ting that activities
and services should be customised because
every individual involved in the process has
needs and expectations.

‘It is easy to ignore the needs of the individual,
but we should find out what they are through
better communication and adjust accordingly,”
she says, noting too that it pays to take a
critical approach to learning about community
service. “That makes us reflect on the issues
and question whether a service is achieving
its fundamental goal. This is preferable to just
saying what we did was better than nothing.”

Such a view has, no doubt, been shaped by
studying liberal arts at Lingnan. Indeed, Ting
advises other students to treasure their time
at the University and make the most of every
opportunity.

‘A well-rounded liberal arts education helps
to develop an open mind, an international
view of the world, and an understanding
of how the ideas of humanism can help
everyone,” she says. "This kind of education
has been downplayed in Hong Kong, which is
a society that believes more in financial gain.
But | hope the ‘human’ spirit of Lingnan can
create mutual understanding between all
kinds of people.”
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Most Distinguished Student -
Mateena Hammad from Pakistan

FEREHES - KEBEEETIBHMATEENA HAMMAD




s a liberal arts institution, Lingnan
University values academic
performance and involvement in
community service.

The winner of the Most Distinguished
Student of the University Award 2018/19
is Mateena Hammad, a final-year political
science student. She has been recognised for
her outstanding academic performance plus
her active involvement in raising awareness
about minorities in the local community.

Originally from Islamabad, the capital of
Pakistan, Hammad received the chance to
pursue undergraduate studies in Hong Kong
when she was awarded the University’s non-
local student scholarshipin 2015.

“Coming to Hong Kong was the first time | had
been abroad; it was a huge change for me,” says
the 21 year-old.

While in high school, she had hoped to study
overseas, particularly when she heard that
an older student at her school had gone to
Lingnan through the scholarship programme
in 2009.

“She did really well, and the principal then
nominated me,” Hammad says. “I always
planned to go into foreign relations and was
interested in the whole Asia-Pacific area, so |
thought this was just the perfect opportunity
- and took it.”

However, encountering a completely new
environment and culture was not easy at first.

‘It was a lot more intense and overwhelming
than | had expected,” she says. “It was the
first time | lived away from home and in the
beginning | was dumbfounded and didn’t know
whattodo.”

Food was the first big challenge for the then 17
year-old, since she doesn’t eat pork.

“HongKongfoodisdelicious butalot of dishes
use pork. I'm alazy person when it comes to
cooking but, thankfully, being at Lingnan
helped me take on more responsibility in
that way.”

Initially, the westernised social life on campus
was also a bit disconcerting.

‘It really was something outside my comfort
zone in the early days,” she says. “But | learned
you could say no to drinking, but still have
fun with your friends because they also want
your company. There are, though, a lot of self-
esteem issues related to that.”

In dealing with culture shock, what really
helped was the support and love she found
from the Student Services Centre and her
fellow non-local students.

“They became my family and | never felt lonely
or out of place,” says Hammad, who has also
picked up a fair amount of Cantonese over the
past four years.

Perhaps surprisingly, being a minority on
campus and in the local society didn't really
bother her.

“It's interesting that | already felt like a minority
back in Pakistan, though not in terms of
ethnicity,” she says.

“|' was one of the very few people who were
very interested in going abroad, and that
automatically made me a bit different from
my classmates in high school. So, coming here,
the feeling was not that unfamiliar, though of
course it was a completely new dynamic.”

Such personal experience meant Hammad was
keentoincrease general awareness of minority
issues. For example, she has done volunteer
work for the organisation Inter Cultural
Education, giving talks in local secondary
schools about equal opportunities and cultural
diversity. She has also assisted a few equal-
opportunity projects on campus.

‘I don’t know if | have actually had a lot of
practical impact, but | have definitely tried my
best to tackle problems of miscommunication,”
she says.

‘I really tried to bridge that gap through
my community service. That's always been
my focus.”

Growing up as a girl in an Islamic society,
Hammad was always conscious of her own role
and what might change.

“In Pakistan, evenin a progressive capital like
Islamabad, many people still hold some very
conservative ideas, for instance that you
have to keep girls indoors and that they are
not allowed to go outside at night,” she says.

LINGCNAN WIRE 23

N STUDENTSTORY



N STUDENTSTORY

“All my life, I've been under almost constant
surveillance.”

But thanks to her parents, who have a more
liberal outlook, she found the courage to break
free from restrictive norms and explore the
world.

“Mydad,whoisabanker,ismybiggestinfluence.
I would say he is very into independence for
women,” she says. “He told me that wearing
jeans and a T-shirt, you could still be just as
good on the inside as people wearing more
socially accepted clothes. It's all about your
attitude. As long as you are a decent person,
your clothes don't define you.”

Hammad’s mother is a school principal and a
role model she has always looked up to.

“She knows how to handle kids. She will
discipline you in two seconds. But she is super
soft inside and so wise.”

Of all the memorable moments during her
time at Lingnan, the TEDx Talks event held on
campus during her second year stands out.

“At the time, I'd been struggling with health
issues, but the speech made by Bertha Chan,
a body-positive activist and founder of the
Curvasian platform, really inspired me. After
listening to her, | decided that | had to stop
feeling bad about myself, start to find my
own future, and be more assertive about
what | want.”

Along the way, the University’s multicultural
environment was also an eye-opener, turning
her into an internationally aware citizen.

24 LINCNANWIRE

“Before coming to Lingnan, I'd never really
‘internationalised’ myself by keeping track of
pop culture, or what's famous in today’s world,
or what's trending. But Lingnan has made
me interested in what's going on globally, in
being internationally aware rather than just
nationally aware.”

While there are many people to thank,
Hammad is especially grateful to Mabel Mak,
associate director of student services at the
Student Services Centre.

“Mabel has been so amazing for us. Whenever
| had even small problems that | wanted to
share, she was always ready to help me out.
One time | almost couldn’t go on an exchange
because of some technical issues, but she
stepped into fix everything, so | have to thank
her for all she’s done.”

Overall Hammad describes her experience at
the University as humbling.

“It has turned out to be something | would
never have imagined before | was nominated
for the scholarship,” she says. “It's good to
know my efforts have made a positive impact,
but at the same time, | know there’s so much
more | could do or improve on.”

As a next step, she is planning to go on to
further studies in the field of public policy.

‘I have applied for MPhil programmes at
different universities in Hong Kong, including
Lingnan,” she says. “I'm not yet sure if this is my
last year here; I'll find out soon.”
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ith his athletic 6-foot-4-inch

frame, Felix Avena certainly

stands out from the crowd on

the Lingnan campus. Driven by
ambitions of a career in Asia and his positive
view of future trade relations between
China and his home country, the Brazilian
undergraduate has flown half way round the
globe to take a bachelor’s degree in finance in
Hong Kong.

“There is a trade agreement between Brazil
and China and a lot of opportunities in Hong
Kong, so | thought it would be good for me to
come here,” he says.

Avena is one of the overseas students at
Lingnan, thanks to a non-local scholarship
granted by the University. Now in his second
year, he is more than grateful for the financial
support which helps to cover tuition fees and
living expenses throughout his degree.

With his eye on a career in Greater China, he
also felt it was important to learn Mandarin
and, therefore, was glad to know suitable
courses were available at Lingnan. He has
made progress in mastering the basics and can
now ask for directions or order in a restaurant
without too much trouble.

Though drawn by the economic prosperity
of Greater China, Avena admits that the
opportunity to play basketball at Lingnan
was definitely another attraction. His
passion for the sport began at a very young
age, not surprising when you consider that
his father was a professional basketball
player for close to two decades and he
has two cousins who play basketball and
volleyball to a high standard.

Before arriving in Asia, Avena went to the
US, where he studied at Westwind Prep
Academy and Murray State College. For the
latter, he starred on the basketball court in
the NJCAA division.

At Lingnan, he now turns out regularly for
Hostel C and is co-captain of the university
team. In matches, he shows a full array of
skills and a real determination to win. In
practice sessions, though, where things are
more relaxed, he enjoys the laughter and the
enthusiasm of his local teammates to run drills,
learn new moves and keep improving.

“My teammates have expectations of me
because | came here from America,” he says.
“Next year, we hope to welcome more players
and take the training to the next level.”

Making friends in a new city is always
challenging, but Avena found that being part of
the team made it easier to fit in quickly.

“Most people here are a little bit shy, so it did
take a while to make friends,” he says. “But
playing basketball helped a lot. The internal
league, the President’s Cup, in which | play for
the hostel team gave me the chance to talk
to more people, including those who came
to watch, and it was a great way for me to get
along with local students.”

Thinking back to when he first arrived in
the US, he remembered being shy around
strangers because his English wasn't fluent.
He soon realised, though, that the best thing
was get out his comfort zone and just speak
more - and he now encourages fellow Lingnan
students to do the same.

“If you are not a native speaker and you say
something wrong, that’s okay. People will know
it's not your first language and that you are
trying hard. When | first moved to America,
the only thing | could say was my name is Felix.”

This is his first time in Asia, but Avena has
lost no time in discovering new interests and
activities. In particular, he is fascinated by the
spectacular skyscrapers and, in sharp contrast,
also loves the picturesque yet easily reachable
hiking trails.
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“Before coming to Hong Kong, | didn't know
there were places like this,” he says. He is now
curious to explore the rest of the city, including
the neighbourhood around Lingnan University
and the outlying islands.

He believes one of the tricks to settlinginanew
city is to stay open-minded. It also helps if you
are not too picky about food and are ready to
try some of the local delicacies like Hong Kong-
style milk tea. Indeed, sipping that energising
brew at a cha chaan teng has become a
favourite part of his daily routine.
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To get the most out of campus life, Avena
makes good use of the school facilities and can
often be seenin the gymnasium and the pool as
part of his strict physical training regime.

While keen to learn about Asian culture, he
also takes any opportunity to tell people
about his home country. Therefore, he was
excited to attend the International Day
held on campus last year, where exchange
students set up exhibitions of their own
culture, and he is thinking about taking one
of the booths next time around.

“It would be interesting; | am sure most people
here have never tried Brazilian food. For
example, we have a thing called ‘churrasco’
which is a kind of barbecue. It's delicious.”

Despite so much going on, Avena is already
making plans for life after university.

“I'will try to get a job here after graduation
as | plan to spend a good six to seven years
to gain experience before going somewhere
else,” Avena says. “But | am also open to
staying longer.”
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Chinese debate team nails down

inter-collegiate victory
EBAMBRASE A EAINHN

(From left) Anastasia Mak Wa-ki, Tan Tsz-wai, Tang Hoi-ming and Helen Chow Tsz-chin
(FEfE) ZEZEmt PRAFIR  BRISER R AL T
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ingnan took top honours in this
year's annual Inter-collegiate Debate
Competition, matching its previous win
in2016.

The 24th Lingnan University Chinese debate
team was represented by Helen Chow Tsz-
chin (first debater, Year 3 Cultural Studies),
Tang Hoi-ming (second debater, Year 4
Chinese), Tan Tsz-wai (third debater, Year
2 AD Chinese) and Anastasia Mak Wa-ki
(fourth debater, Year 2 Cultural Studies), who
rose to the challenge in the final against The
Education University of Hong Kong.

They spoke against the motion “The
advantages outweigh the disadvantages of
the #MeToo movement in promoting social
justice”. According to the judges, it was a
convincing win, with a special accolade for
Anastasia Mak Wa-ki who was named overall
Best Debater.

The win was the result of long hours of
practice, which helped the individual team
members speak eloquently, identify relevant
points relating to social issues, argue a case
from different perspectives, and approach
things with a logical mindset. The four spoke
afterwards about the experience and their
secret of success.

How special is the Chinese debate team at
Lingnan?

Tang: Some institutions arrange regular
training sessions and a packed schedule, calling
in former team members to help out with
intense rehearsals and mock debates. What
makes it special here is that we learn more by
doing. Instead of training night and day, we
practise and improve by taking part in actual
contests. We then do a careful review of our
performance to identify what we still need to
work on.

How do you prepare for this particular
competition?

Tang: Gathering useful information through
background researchis a prerequisite, and that
is what took the most time. Given the limited
resources available in Chinese, we had to look
through reference materials written in English
and in other languages as well. One of my tasks
was to check cases in France, and | had to use
an online translator to understand the French.
One topic thisyear was disposable plastics and,
for that, we read a 100-page report in English
from the UN Environment Programme.

Chow: For something like that, we would
make notes on various initiatives around the
world, the opinions of different stakeholders,
research by leading scholars, and recent
academic reports. We would then compile
a concise set of references for fellow team
members to consult.

What is the key to success in a competition?
Tan: It all depends on how well you make use
of the information you have collected. It is like
putting together the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle,
and a well-thought-out speech should present
the whole picture. Some things may seem
irrelevant to the motion, but can still be used as
a metaphor. For example, a debater compared
the speed of a car to a baby crawling across
the floor, which made a big impression on the
audience.

Mak: Good time management also counts for a
lot. Anargument works only if your explanation
is precise enough. When choosing an argument
you think is effective, you also have to consider
the time needed to set it out clearly enough.

When the opponent had made a strong
argument, how did your team turn the
tables?

Tan: It is a common practice to anticipate
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arguments that the opponent is likely to put
forward and to prepare responses in advance.

There are three technigues we often use. First,
attackis the best form of defence. Toregain the
upper hand, we might raise another concern
and request a direct response. Secondly, we
try to clarify any ambiguity. Thirdly, we might
acknowledge the other team'’s perspective, but
then speak from a modified position or take a
more comprehensive viewpoint which goes
further than they did. This minimises the force
of any attack against us and, as techniques,
they tend to get the attention of the judges.

Mak: In this competition, the opposing
team argued that the #MeToo movement
encourages victims to speak out about their
suffering which, in turn, gives them the
courage to heal. We agreed that support
for victims can inspire courage, but we
asked if the #MeToo has really been able to
do this. We went on to give some real-life
examples showing how people linked to the
#MeToo movement had been criticised for
exaggerating their cases, accused of lying,
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and generally insulted. None of this helped in
healing their mental wounds.

What strengths must a good debater
possess?

Tang: One of the first requirements is good
critical thinking skills. You should also be
patient and persistent in checking information.
Online searches are convenient, but many
of the articles which show up are of doubtful
quality and value.

Mak: A good debater should always reflect on
how to keep improving strengths and address
weaknesses until he or she measures up.

Tan: As the captain, | foster teamwork. Each of
us has unique strengths, and a good all-round
team is one that makes full use of its different
assets. We helped each other to form a
comprehensive view of each case and to come
up with strong, unbiased arguments that could
prevail against our opponents.

What did you learn during the process?
Chow: There were times in adebate when I had

to make an argument that didn’t really fit with
my own opinions. But that taught me about the
need to listen to opposing voices, to figure out
the rights and needs of different individuals,
and to interpret reality from various angles.

Tang: Along the way, the team had a few
quarrels, but that led to greater solidarity. We
learned to appreciate criticism and respect one
other.

Tan: | realised that there is no absolute yes or
no in some controversies. It all depends on the
position you have chosen to take. You see that
today in many disputes about social issues.

How has success with the debate team
inspired you?

Mak: In the movie The Grandmaster there is
a famous quote about being, knowing, doing.
We debate to be logical, to be someone
who addresses facts and truths. We want to
know how the world works and see things
from different perspectives. And we do it to
understand social issues and hopefully resolve
them for the betterment of society.



R A FEREIABRARE2019EWER
FEEABENIFEER SFEBENE—R
Z2ERR EEREMENAER

BEBERABET X ERBORE BT (X
B XE R =FR) S8 (F—al5
X RIOER) BRIFE (BRI X RE
SRETFR) REFER (BRSO
RTFER) CUBEBHEKRE SURERE
M¥MeToo BB W H AR ZNE IR
RS B

RERFIEAFALIL 4T85 (K S 2 ER
BREBIEERmE -

at—mniE 8 T TEYRmiRT 25T
EE MENRBRENEEE AR R M
HEFBE- AT EENDURmE T BN
PILE BRI R S

BEAFRRBFERSE?

B REREREZHRENEEINER T
HORAD U EMIA E R IE AR R B BT S5
BEm-MBATHBENEARSEREE
B MHTER BRI TN ERRBRE
BEBCR BIFERES -ERILER BRI
FERREEERA LAYSSE BRI
Efhe

fRPIZINfRIEELET ?

HEEEH T DEBURER -PXERH
EAR HMBESZIHEE EEEHEX
DN L B R R KB EFSHOEENE
B EENBELBEENEXER-SFH
Reveml —RMZER ) RMILBE T B S EIR
BE—MHBEZERNEXRE.

BiBRTEREERIN RMHOBECHERS

yy

There is no absolute yes or no
in some controversies

AR SR A BN B R RS
RAEEIRATRE S ABBRE— RS
BT EN ST

Frm b BB RSB EEE?

IR ERERENER SRR BRI
—IEE > B 2B BIFIRTE S B IOHH RS
ReBLEBERHEBIIFERERER R BH
M F AR ERSZFIE B A B 2 Rl
THRER EhABERRITERENETE
B E TRAENR

Z KBDE D ERBARZ — A MmELHE
WA EBENEE RELR HEMNEE K
R ZAEHEN-BERF AR BIEBER
FE RN LA 2 EEUE

EHFRURBHEE RASmARE?
BRI MER GBI EEE T O EEIR DR
HoBEAERTRENIER-BRAESM O
ERBHAE.

BRENREXILE=-B . E— EXRNERT
BB UREN S NEL T8 BEXRHEFIE
ECIFEAERIIRE -5 EH FERAMIT £
MU - = T2 5755  RRMNERE T
PmmE ARIMES D BE XN ERELE
WA EBEE TR BN THERMNE
BBV B B AR Bl 5 SRR R TG

ZE I HME B R B B#MeTooEHR FHER E
BT 28I HF K #MeTooEEN5EE
DEEAEFLECHNEE EMEDALR
FoHMBEREZ#MeToo BB AL/ T IS
RIL HZRAYERL BRI UEPI4E H#MeToo
EHARMENEMMIIEL RS RMEAH
EIRRAREREMAF R BEMAE
SRR EEHEEMES?

Yy

R A NEREARBEERE?
WRBHAMENRME+DER FFHE
WM BB BB LAINEBRRS
T BRI BRI TP 5Re

E A REEEEN HHRRERETRE
REECHRERER BBT R

BRERBE RNEBRERMER R ER
S E BRI L E S BT EE BRI R
B BERMLE TR -BHEETRTEN
FimBRTEMAL RN mE AEF T RS

REBIES-

ERmIBRPEEERE?

B:aRER REEARESTBECEAILSH
— A EHER NP REZ NN EZEF T
BENEY-ERRE CHER HEWER
B ERETIAALNESEFR BENLZA
EEITERe

B EMEER DT RAER RIS MR
FRP T -BLRMBEEEEE EZHT

BRRERD - ERERALABHNE A
BORERETREEEE —EHEIRIE
[RBRIS RS

PR AR RANBESEE?
ZBE(—ASMEE—LAIRADRX
o RBRE CRED HWMEEEREE BH
BRI BAE ; R Bham B AW 2 75 mala
FLRRE FmER MRS TS TREE B
BAERTR pEmERER B CR/NER B
DERIABNEF —EREBEIRAKBIA
jEtl |

LINGNAN WIRE 33

N STUDENTSTORY



N STUDENTSTORY

Karate athlete Eva Lam:
"Through trial and error, everyone

can be a trailblazer!
PR EMES: (R ER S AEEERE

Don't let stereotypes #»
: . e
confine you. Failure gives *

you new knowledge to
refine into creating a
better self

Eva Lam Man-chi h&Z L
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t the end of the academic vear,

some graduates look for a job while

others pursue further studies. Final

year student Eva Lam Man-chi from
Cultural Studies has made up her mind to
follow her athlete dream.

A member of the karate team at Lingnan, Lam
was a Hong Kong delegate to the 1st Asian
University Karate Championship 2019 in
Macau, and the 2nd runner-up in the Women’s
-61kg Kumite event.

Why has Lam chosen karate? Her story starts
in 2015 at the University’'s New Student
Orientation.

“That's where | first watched a karate
performance and realised how cool karate is.
Givenmy hope to play a new sport and see how
far I could go, | decided to join the karate team,”
says Lam.

She had been a volleyball player, so now she
changed the target from a ball to real humans.

“In a kumite (425 ) action of karate, you have to
battle with an opponent on your own, which is
different from ball games and team sports like
volleyball.”

In society, women are often portrayed as soft
and weak. Lam, however, has never felt inferior
to boys as an athlete, despite the genetic
difference in physical stamina.

‘Gender is no different in sport. Physical
stamina may be an innate asset to boys
because of their muscular build. Yet the trick
in karate includes flexibility, which girls seem
more able to master and to perform the fine
manoeuvres,” she says.

Social stereotypes dictate that ladies follow
etiquette norms, that punches and kicks are
not appropriate for girls.

“So are those who learn the martial arts
troublemakers who enjoy stirring up fights?
Obviously not. Out of uniform, we are as
polite and gentle as anyone else. My father
sometimes grumbles at me for ‘not being
ladylike enough’, but still always supports what
| want to do. | am happy to see my family and
friends come to cheer for me at events.”

Every martial art has its own house rules. “To
protect opponents, we karate players cannot
use elbows or knees, nor attack below the belt
orit’'s afoul play,” she says.

Karate (h'57C) is a Japanese martial art that
puts emphasis on the Japanese martial virtue
‘osu’ (B-79).

‘In addition to a greeting, ‘'osu’ portrays the
karate spirit: to dedicate your whole self,
to respect and believe in the teacher, and
to concentrate. We act on and comply with
whatever our teachers say. ‘Osu’ means
endurance too — to endure attacks and never
let emotions overpower our minds. Good
karate athletes always stay calm for the next
steps,” Lam explains, “Believe in yourself and
your teacher.”

Lam’s mentor has always been by her side, ever
since she first took up karate.

“My karate master is far from just a teacher.
He is more like a father to me, as well as a
lifetime enlightenment. Once | had to rise
above acute pain from aninjury and keep going
for a screening process. After listening to my
complaint, he said to me, ‘If you can talk then
you can fight!’

“Martial arts are a way to express yourself,
similar to speaking. Both depend on diligence
and the efforts that you have made. You do
well in oral exams because you try to think and
talk, and you master karate by practising and
improving. Pain is never an excuse.”

Every failure teaches something. Four years
ago when Lam first took part in a competition,
she had already suffered her first ever
disqualification penalty.

‘| was still a freshman at that time. In the
match for the third place, | scored, but my
opponent’s nose was bleeding due to my
heavy punch. Whenever a contestant gets
hurt, the competition is suspended until he
or she recovers. Apparently | hit too hard and
my opponent kept on bleeding, so | was then
subject to a foul penalty.

“It was disappointing, but giving up is never
an option for me. Your punch reflects how
well you can coordinate your limbs. Flexibility
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determines the ability to control your fist
power. That's what we call sundome (<7 LE) in
karate — every attack should be good enough
to score but not harm, especially the head,”
says Lam.

Karate equips her not only with a martial art
but also with self-assurance.

“Ilwasabitofacowardinthe past, but mykarate
master always says ‘fight the fear’. Karate is all
about resistance. The more nervous you are,
the easier it is for an opponent to strike back.
Allyou candois to fight on.”

Lam proves that girls are not inferior to boys
in their determination to change and make a
breakthrough.

‘In early days at Lingnan, | was told to
‘unlearn what you have learned’. Gossip is
everywhere, but here Cultural Studies trains
our impressionable minds to discover the
wrong and reveal the right. We learn to correct
misunderstandings with words.

“Don't let stereotypes confine you. Failure
gives you new knowledge to refine into
creating a better self. Through trial and error,
everyone can be a trailblazer,” she says.
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Eva Lam Man-chi (5th left) takes home the 2nd runner-up in an Asian game.
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Lingnan judo and karate
athletes triumph at joint
university and Asian
competitions

EAFREBREFE
KEEZIRIRER

isplaying a never-give-up spirit,
Lingnan's judo and karate team
members fought hard at various
competitions in Hong Kong and
Macau recently, and brought home trophies
and pride.

The judo athletes won 25 medals in total in the
Student Invitational Judo Competition 2019
and the 30th Joint College Judo Competition.
And in the latter, the team also won 1st runner-
up of overall championship.

Meanwhile, in the 29th Hong Kong Joint
University Karate Competition held on 31
March at The Open University of Hong Kong,
the karate team won five champions, four
Ist runner-ups and two 2nd runner-ups in
different events, contributing to the overall
2nd runner-up for the University. Team
member Eva Lam Man-chi, a year-4 Cultural
Studies student was selected among other
university students as a member of the Hong
Kong China Delegation to participate inthe 1st
Asian University Karate Championship 2019
from 16 to 17 April in Macau. She won the 2nd
runner-upinthe Women'’s -61kg Kumite event.
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Lingnan students visit the
Greater Bay Area for career and

A

entrepreneurial inspiration

ENBPEEINER [ HEFEE

o improve students’ understanding

of the development opportunities

and career prospects in the

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area, the Student Services
Centre (SSC) recently organised a series of
structured activities.

The SSC and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area Youth Society
organised the talk “Career Opportunities &
Challenges in Greater Bay Area” on 4 March to
familiarise participants with the development
of the Greater Bay Area and the career and
entrepreneurial opportunities it has to offer,
and it was attended by about 60 students.

In collaboration with the Liaison Office of the
Central People’s Government in the HKSAR,
the Department of Education of Guangdong
Province, the  Guangdong  Education
Association for International Exchange and
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Lingnan (University) College of Sun Yat-sen
University, the SSC organised a 3-day-2-night
visit to Zhuhai and Guangzhou for 43 students
and staff members from 20 to 22 April.

It consisted of visits to the 3D Printing
Innovation Hub, the Guangzhou Urban
Planning Exhibition Centre, the National
Supercomputer Centre in Guangzhou, the
Sun Yat-sen University and some cultural
sites, together with afocus talk onthe Greater
Bay Area.

The SSC and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area Youth Society
implemented the internship programme in
Nansha this summer. Named “One Hundred
Enterprises and One Thousand Persons”,
the internship offered placements from
government  departments,  government-
owned enterprises, financial organisations,
international groups and local enterprises.

BERBTOEE —RIEE MRERBE

HEBRXNERZELMBHTE REEE
PR Rt e R

BERBHOBREERAXNERSEFHE &

SE4BSEMIKEEME KA E B A
B S8 E RS K60 MRS MR —F) T HAE
ENRNER I EREE -

BATMETER BEREHER BERHEEH
BEIMME kR ILIKRSEER (KE) Bl T
AP R4820E2HE B KERMERERK
XALEREZ IR WEHAZBEAREEREE
ZHE=-HMRNE R - NEBESEH3DITE
E SR OR O BN T 4 T AR & B oo
KBRSt EEMN PO PILARBREMER
B LUS K 6 BB o
AERBOEEERE HERRAXNERSF
WMESERRE019FEREBB L RTH
CTAINEEAB ETR2LEBBUNKE
EE‘%/"%E’JIMH%E SRR BRI A R K
EhxE Lﬁ‘%%’ﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%mﬁ Pl
HYEﬂIVEW 25232 A FRAEAS » AE TR T HE
ABF)—EEE B



Launch of joint research centre
with South China University of

Technology

FEABBANEEIETAS T AREREFHERD

o monitor and study developments

relating to the Guangdong-Hong

Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA)

initiative, Lingnan University and the
South China University of Technology have
teamed up to establish the “Joint Research
Centre for Greater Bay Area - Social Policy and
Governance”.

The centre facilitates exchange and research
activities focusing on policy and economic
issues. It is the first time local and mainland
universities have agreed to collaborate in
studying social policy and governance matters
affecting the GBA.

The official opening ceremony was hosted
on 18 May by Prof Joshua Mok Ka-ho, Vice-
President of Lingnan University, and Prof
Wang Zhigiang, Dean of the School of Public
Administration at South China University of
Technology. They used the occasion to release
the findings of their first joint research project,

entitled “Surveys on Youth and University
Students’  Perceptions on Development
Opportunities inthe Greater Bay Area”.

The survey indicates that 50 per cent of
the young residents and 45 per cent of the
university students had a positive attitude
towardsdevelopmentinthe GBA.Nonetheless,
only 35 per cent of the respondents in both
groups expressed a willingness to work there.
Around 20 per cent of young residents and
30 per cent of university students responded
‘Do not know/Cannot comment” in the
survey, demonstrating a wait-and-see attitude
towards working in the GBA.

The main research was conducted in March
and April this year by means of a web-based
questionnaire which obtained feedback from
two distinct groups. One group was of 1,214
young Hong Kong residents aged between
18 and 35. The other group was 472 local
university students who submitted replies.
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Strengthening partnersnip with

the University of Bath
£ AT A A A (R

ingnan  University and the UK’s

University of Bath have developed a

strong partnership over the past few

years, and these bonds were further
strengthened on the recent visit of a Lingnan
delegation led by President Leonard K Cheng.
An agreement between the universities
to promote the exchange of postgraduate
students was signed by President Cheng and
by senior officials from Bath, led by Prof Jeremy
Bradshaw, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (International
& Doctoral).

“The exchange programme will enable
students and the faculty to work closely
together to enhance their research and
learning experiences,” explained Lingnan’s
Vice-President Prof Joshua Mok Ka-ho.
“They will also be able to form strong teams
to analyse social issues from a comparative
perspective.”

Following round-table discussions between
the Humanities and Social Sciences faculties of
both universities, an agreement was reached
to raise the existing levels of collaboration to
cover international and comparative research
on education and related development issues,
and the creation of joint-PhD programmes.
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It is Lingnan's long-held belief that, with
greater dialogue between Europe and Asia
essential in a globalised world, the University
is extremely well positioned to play a central
role in relation to Greater China and East
Asia. Therefore it comes as no surprise that
Lingnan is a core partner in the new Centre
for Research in Education in China and East
Asia, which aims to create an inter-university,
interdisciplinary network for the exchange
of ideas on education and the social sciences
between Europe and Asia.

The Centre was launched in Bath on 26
March, at an event co-organised by Lingnan
and attended by over 70 academics from
the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge and
Leeds, as well as the University of Bath.
The speakers came from Peking University,
Tsinghua University, Sun Yat-sen University,
King's College London, the University of Bath,
and Lingnan University, and reflected the
cosmopolitan ethos of the Centre.

‘I think the Centre for Research in Education
in China and East Asia will provide a great
platform for scholars coming from Asia to work
with their European counterparts,” Prof Mok
reflected.
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Co-hosting the International
Postgraduate Summer School

with University of Oxtord

B NRHEANFT R AR RERT T E ZHE

he International Postgraduate
Summer  School co-hosted by
Lingnan University and the University
of Oxford commenced on 24
June at Lingnan University, and attracted
postgraduate students and faculty members
from universities in Mainland China, Singapore,
Taiwan and Hong Kong. This is the third year
that Lingnan University and Oxford University
have held a postgraduate summer school.

The Summer School lasts three weeks and
provides a platform for scholars and research
postgraduate students to discuss critical
issues on interdisciplinary studies, which
enrich participants’ horizons from traditionally
discipline-based academic exploration. The
first week of the Summer School was held at
Lingnan University, followed by a two-week
programme at Hertford College, Oxford
University, UK.

In collaboration with leading institutions in
Asia and the UK, the Summer School offers
an opportunity for students from all over
the world to establish their own research
clusters, sharing interests and knowledge

with world-renowned scholars to enrich their

research experience. Other co-organisers
of the International Postgraduate Summer
School include Ewha Woman's University,
National Chengchi University, National Chung
Cheng University, Peking University, South
China University of Technology, and Zhejiang
University.

On the first day of the Summer School, the
keynote speaker, Prof Paul Cheung of the
National University of Singapore talked about
his experiences as director of the United
Nations’ Statistics Division, Chief Statistician
of the Government of Singapore, and an
advisor to China and several Asian countries.
Drawing on this and his expertise in statistics,
Cheung discussed how the use of data
and information in public policy formation,
monitoring and evaluation has changed in the
big dataera.

The one-week programme at Lingnan
University also offered a series of workshops
on different research and methodological
issues, as well as student presentations, field
visits and social activities.
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Artist-in-residence Adam Wong
reveals how his film directing
career took off
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school campus is always the setting

for Adam Wong Sau-ping’s films.

Now, he is back on campus, this

time to take part in the artist-in-
residence programme at Lingnan University
in the second term of 2018/19 and share his
stories in the film industry.

After graduating from Ying Wa College in
1994, Wong went on to study Fine Arts at
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. As an
undergraduate, he spent time at the University
of lowa on a one-year exchange programme, a
very rewarding experience.

Inthe 15 or soyears since he graduated, Wong
has picked up notable awards including Best
New Director at both the 33rd Hong Kong
Film Awards and the 8th Hong Kong Film
Directors Awards in 2013. This was for the
highly acclaimed movie The Way We Dance,
though Wong is also well known for other
works such as She Remembers, He Forgets
and Magic Boy. Both these films vividly depict
the lives and sentiments of young people in
Hong Kong.

While looking back on the last few years, Wong
explained the importance in his film-making
career of remaining pure and innocent at heart.
He noted too that he is coming to Lingnan with
adesire to learn rather than to play the role of
industry veteran.

When did you first become interested in
film?

| was initially influenced by an inspiring
teacher and by my schoolmates in secondary
school. They helped me realise that | enjoy
being creative and, with that insight, | was
determined to become a film director from
the age of 17. | was shaken to the core after

watching two particular movies, Dead Poets
Society and Vacation Summer 1999 They got
me dreaming about directing films, and | just
followed my heart. Everything was relatively
simple and straightforward from then on. In
a way, | was sort of innocent and didn’t think
much about career development.

Why did you choose to study Fine Arts?

At the time, | didn't have much choice in Hong
Kong. There was no such thing as a university
programme in film-making, and my family
couldn't afford to pay for overseas study.
To prepare myself for the movie industry, |
planned to first immerse myself in art. That’s
why | chose Fine Arts; | felt it was the subject
closest to the world of film.

Why did you become an exchange student
in the US?

In my second year, | was trying to figure out
how to get into the film industry. At the time
there was a student exchange programme, and
one of the options was to attend film-making
and film production courses at the University
of lowa on a scholarship. | made a big effort
to improve my English and raise my GPA and,
in the end, | was successful. Going to study in
the US certainly broadened my horizons and
gave me a first chance to use professional film
equipment.

How did you later get into the industry?

After graduation, | joined a video distribution
company, which unfortunately had nothing to
do with film-making. Then, in 2002, the boss
transferred me to his new film production
company, where | was responsible for
producing behind-the-scenes documentaries.
Finally, | was doing something directly relevant
to my ambitions. From that point on, | studied
every aspect of the business and started to
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work on my own films. But not until we started
filming The Way We Dancedid | truly feel | was
somebody in the industry.

Which was the most difficult period for you?
It was probably the decade or so between
graduation and the filming of The Way We
Dance. | tried to make some short indie
films in my spare time using low-budget DIY
equipment, and | even quit my job to focus on
that. At times, | felt like giving up. Fortunately,
though, | received some awards at ifva, which
were a real source of encouragement and kept
me going.

After founding a studio with producer Saville
Chan, I came upwith a five-year plan for making
a feature film. Though we didn't get funding
straight away, we never stopped working on
the screenplay, gathering materials, collecting
feedback, and even casting more than 200
dancers. When opportunity knocked, we were
ready to make a splash.
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How do Hong Kong students differ from
those in the US?

Compared with my time, students nowadays
are easier to teach. On the one hand they're
better at following instructions, but on the
other hand theyre knowledgeable and
creative; some of them even have their own
visions. They are particularly familiar with the
use of various cinematic tricks, thanks to the
comprehensive arts education many of them
are exposed to.

In the remote and mostly rural state of lowa,
many students, though highly educated, came
from a farming family background and had
never been to New York let alone outside the
US. They treasure liberty, and their work could
get pretty bold, wild and crazy at times.

What are the advantages for anyone
wanting to enter the film industry in Hong
Kong?

Nowadays, if youwant to make afilm, resources
and advanced technology are more generally

available. It is good to see that interest in
film-making is on the rise. It's exactly what |
wanted to see when | was young. You now have
advanced technology, venues for your work,
competitions to enter, and social media where
you can share your ideas.

Why do you want to teach and be an artist-
in-residence?

After completing the movie Magic Boy, | wasn’t
happy with the results. | thought it was time
to review my approach to directing, and | had
the idea that teaching others would also help
me see where | could improve. Besides that,
| enjoy interacting with students; it is good to
hear other viewpoints and that would make
you think more creatively.

What are you currently working on as your
next movie?

| have just completed filming a sequel to The
Way We Dance and I'm currently doing the
post-production work. After that, I'd like to
take it easy for a while.
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Writer-in-residence Michael
Luongo draws on extensive travel
experience to inspire students

ETIC/ES MICHAEL LUONGO M EZ s 24
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sthewriter-in-residence for Lingnan
University’s English Department,
Michael Luongo believes one of his
main missions is to inspire students

to find the confidence to explore and express
their creative “voice”.

In his teaching as well as his writing, he draws
on his wide-ranging interviews and encounters
with a who's who of famous people. The list
includes Pope Francis, US presidents Donald
Trump and Bill Clinton, Queen Rania of Jordan,
Duchess Sarah Ferguson, actress Sophia
Loren and many others.

Luongo’s travel experiences have also given
him special insight on everything from LGBT
issues to life in war zones, the latter from his
time reporting from Irag and Afghanistan.
Having visited more than 100 countries and
written 16 books, primarily on travel, Luongo
notes that he has plenty of material to draw on.

‘I think students enjoy hearing my stories,
which helps me to connect with them,” he
says, pointing out that about 10 per cent of
Lingnan's students are on exchanges from
overseas. “This means we are working with a
body of students from different backgrounds
and cultures who are curious about the world.”

That quality is a key factor in becoming a
successful writer.

“You have to meet lots of people, introduce
yourself to strangers, find interesting friends,
and maintain contact with them,” Luongo says.
“You also have to figure them out and work
theminto stories.”

All this means the “non-writing” process
can be as challenging as the writing process,
something he highlighted in his seminar on
“Meeting Popes, Presidents and Princesses:

A Cross-Continental Life of Writing, Glamour
and Adventure” at Lingnan last year.

“The thing to remember is that every creative
writer, journalist or poet started somewhere,”
he says.

At times, he encourages students to take the
“if you don't try, you'll never know” approach
to creative writing by suggesting they just sit
down and have a go. But in doing so, he also
believes it is important to demystify some of
the myths associated with writing.

For example, there is the misperception that
writing any kind of story is easy. The reality,
Luongo emphasises, is that the process often
involves many hours of research, a certain
amount of self-promotion, battling with
editors, and dealing with rejection.

‘I believe it's also important to teach the
interpersonal and soft skills that writers need
to develop their careers,” Luongo says. “That
is different from teaching actual writing skills.”

He taught a course on Arts, Creative Writing,
and Journalism in 2018, which was funded
by the Lingnan Foundation. In the semester
after, besides offering that course again, he
instructed one on Journalism Principles and
Social Media.

‘It is great helping students with their work,
nurturing them and showing them how
journalism fits with other forms of writing,”
Luongo says.

He believes writers should not feel the need
to restrict themselves to a single genre. To
introduce new concepts and encourage critical
thinking, he likes to accompany students to
literary festivals, exhibitions and newsworthy
events. To further broaden their horizons, he
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Presented by the Department of English, a discussion
on ‘The State of Press Freedom in Hong Kong and
around the Globe’ took place on the Lingnan campus
on 3 May to commemorate World Press Freedom Day,
which is recognised by the United Nations. (From left)
Chris Yeung, llaria Maria Sala, Harvey Sernovitz, Cedric
Alviani, Emily Lau and Michael Luongo
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Michael Luongo

also invites experienced professionals from
different fields to talk to his creative writing
and journalism classes.

For instance, he organised a panel discussion
with the Department of English in May and
invited representatives from the US Consulate
General of Hong Kong and Macau, PEN Hong
Kong, the Hong Kong Journalists Association,
and Reporters Without Borders as well as
former lawmakers to share their views with
students on the campus. During the term, he
also invited the host of an American TV travel
show who was filming in Hong Kong to come
along and discuss recent issues.

Inspired by Lingnan's history and noting the
University’s recent 50th anniversary, Luongo
says that professors must keep striving to meet
the highest possible standard of education.

“In my small world, | want to do the same
thing,” he says. “I can see that the issue of free
expression, and how you teach this to students,
isimportant.”
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I think it is very important for students to keep an open mind and
develop a number of different interests. That was a goal for me, and it
meant that I was clear about my decision to specialise in music and go

on to graduate school

Musician-in-residence Stephen Ng (February to April, 2019)
Excerpt from Lingnan TOUCH issue 85
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Reviving traditional crattsmanship
through contemporary art
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n a tech-savvy era overflowing with
electronic products, how can historic,
traditional craftsmanship carry onin society?

Funded by The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Charities Trust, the Jockey Club ICH+
Innovative Heritage Education Programme
is jointly launched by Lingnan University
and Hong Kong Art School for a period of
4.5 years and has collaborated with schools
in Hong Kong since 2018.

Through  experiential  learning  that
integrates contemporary art methods into
traditional craftsmanship, the programme
aims to revitalise the intangible cultural
heritage (ICH) of Hong Kong and inherit the
folk wisdom of ages.

The programme’s inaugural exhibition was
held from 27 June to 7 July at the Sam Tung
Uk Museum in Tsuen Wan. Displayed under a
large set of traditional bamboo scaffolding, an
architectural technique longstanding in the
local culture, were the three types of artistry
featured in the ICH: paper crafting, paper
cutting and cheongsam tailoring.
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In the past year, a total of some 9200 students
from 19 schools participatedinthe programme.
Among them, masterpieces by over a hundred
students were presented at the exhibition,
allowing the young generation to give the
public a glimpse of the traditional culture and
aesthetics of the city, turning a new page for
traditional artistry using contemporary art.

The exhibition was kicked off with acheongsam
fashion show, with over 50 students modelling
handmade cheongsams for a pioneering
catwalk across the bamboo scaffolding stage.

Overseeing the project’s overall operation,
Prof Lau Chi-pang, Associate Vice-
President (Academic Affairs and External
Relations) and Professor of Department
of History at Lingnan University, remarked
at the opening ceremony that compared to
today’s material world where everything is
easily within reach, people of the past had
to rack their brains and use folk wisdom for
entertainment given the simple lifestyle and
limited resources at the time.

“With hands-on experience in ICH mastery
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such as bamboo scaffolding, paper cutting and
cheongsam tailoring, we see the intelligence,
wisdom and ingenuity of our past generations,”
said Lau.

In addition to the preservation of ICH, he
hoped the young inherit and carry forward the
traditional wisdom. For instance, when using
mobile phones, he expressed that one should
reflect on the purpose of its existence and live
meaningfully instead of only looking at the
surface.

The Jockey Club ICH+ Innovative Heritage
Education Programme integrates education,
revitalisation and investigation to preserve,
promote, redefine and revitalise the ICH of
Hong Kong. It actively engages traditional
artisans, contemporary art practitioners and
the general public to collaborate and revive the
ICH, reclaim cultural esteem of artisanship and
hence rediscover traditional values and local
identity.

More courses on sugar-blowing, woodwork
and flour doll craftsmanship are in the pipeline
for the upcoming year.



With hands-on experience in ICH mastery
such as bamboo scaffolding, paper cutting and
cheongsam tailoring, we see the intelligence,
wisdom and ingenuity of our past generations

Prof Lau Chi-pang makes every effort in preserving
intangible cultural heritage of Hong Kong with his
knowledge transfer project to revitalise traditional
craftsmanship.
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'More than Drawing' exhibition
ends, the lessons continue
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he “More than Drawing” exhibition
showcasing works by students of the
Understanding Drawing course may

have come to an end, but the 9-23
May event at the Fu Tei Bookstore showed that
the knowledge and inspiration acquired from
guest instructor Rainbow Leung will continue.

“Fromher,welearned howtoliberate ourselves
fromrules and limitations,” says Tam Yik-tung, a
Year 4 Visual Studies student. “Rainbow helped
us understand that bold imagination, detailed
observation, and being true to oneself are the
essence of creative art. In addition to teaching
practical drawing techniques, she encouraged
and inspired us. Outside the classroom, she
was in touch viaWhatsApp messages, trying to
understand our thoughts and help us show an
individual style and character in our work.”

Understanding Drawing is one of the studio
courses offered by the Department of Visual
Studies. It is designed to be a theoretical,
historical and experiential exploration of the
visual medium of drawing.

Even so, Leung’s students learned far more
thanthey expected. “| came across this elective
and thought it could be interesting,” says final-
year student Anna Leung Wai-yin, who has
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been drawing since she was young. “In the first
class, | thought I'd made a mistake. | expected
my classmates would view it as an interest
course, but they were very serious and already
had very good skills.”

She considered quitting, but decided to
continue after hearing Rainbow Leung explain
that drawing is the expression of creativity, not
just a platform for craftsmanship.

“The course allows students to dream, to do
what they really want, even to represent love,”
says Rainbow Leung, whose own artwork
shows a particular interest in local history and
culture. Indeed, her book Sheung Ha Wo Che,
published in 2009, helped establish her name
onthelocal art scene.

“A student once asked me very seriously if the
class would be graded on bell curve,” she says.
“I'was a bit shocked by that because | don’'t
think of art like that. Instead, everyone should
be encouraged to think differently and to feel
proud and content about their work. We don’t
need to worry about the comparisons.”

She notes that the education system tends to
make students too concerned about marks and
comparisons.

“‘Art, though, allows us to do what we want, and
do it happily. You can pick up a pencil and enjoy
drawing any time you like; it is a hobby for life.
And that is the message of the course.”

The two-week exhibition showcased student
sketches, as well as the Final Project of Zine,
a book of illustrations and stories by students
about the shops and people of Lam Tei, a local
community in Tuen Mun.

“The stories were written with great sincerity,”
says Rainbow Leung. “I took the students
there for a couple of lessons to observe the
streets and shops and talk to the people. It is a
treasured memory for all of us.”

Jenna Fung Ka-yan, a Year 4 Visual Studies
student, was the producer of the exhibition.
At the opening ceremony, she had a special
word of thanks for the guests from Lam Tei
and, not surprisingly, for her teacher’s help and
encouragement.

“Rainbow taught us that a drawing is about
more than beauty,” Fungsays. “It should lead us
to observe the world more acutely and to know
ourselves better.”
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Lingnan startup] A new high-tech

approach to recruitment
B3 > 58] BRI R B

We are trying to establish a
fair, non-biased analysis for

alljoblapplications

he recruitment process involves
something of a love-hate interaction
between employers and job seekers.

In essence, it is about finding the right
talent for a business and giving suitable
candidates the opportunity to contribute
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by bringing their strengths into play. But
no such match is possible without a lot of
soul searching and a long series of routine
administrative tasks.

“My wife has been working in the human
resources industry for 10 years and still has to

M

doall kinds of scheduling, screening, evaluating
and reporting,” says Lingnan alumnus Steve Li,
Co-Founder & CEO of Recruit Al Studio since
2018. “However, to speed up the traditional
recruitment process, our team has been
developing an Al analysing platform to reduce
the HR workload and save time for candidates



because they will not have to travel to face-to-
face interviews.”

Say noto ‘your face, your fate’

Indeed, the VCruit mobile app offers far
more than simply an on-screen interview
tool. With Al prediction and big data, it can
also automatically evaluate a candidate’s
personal traits. It does this by analysing facial
expressions, the speed and volume of they say,
and various other indicators.

“Based on a set of selection criteria weighted
by specific employers, our system can rate and
sort suitable candidates,” Li says.

In the standard recruitment process, there is
often an element of human bias, he adds. For
instance, people who look good often have
a certain advantage over those of merely
average appearance. Graduates from top-
notch universities may have a head start when
resumes are first filtered and assessed.

“Inthe end, though, soft skills may be the best
measure of a person’s attitude and ability to
do the job, not their appearance or academic
qualifications,” Li says. “Our technology
avoids human bias and helps in evaluating
soft skills like presenting, as well as the level
of energy and confidence. It then generates a
personality prediction.”

The aim of an automated evaluation like this
is not to replace human-based selection
decisions, but it provides a comparative data
analysis as reference for the hiring panel.

“We are trying to establish a fair, non-biased
analysis for all job applicants’ personal traits,
regardless of their background and physical
appearance. It servesasascreeningplatform,
but can also be used to help individual
growth. For example, job interviewees often
forget to smile, don't maintain eye contact,
or talk too fast. We can help them improve in
these respects.”

In collaboration with tertiary institutions,
the team is now offering training sessions, or
practicums, to explain current recruitment
trends and processes.

“Students can sign up for an assessment
session where they take part in a virtual

interview via cellphone,” Li says. “We generate
performance reports showing what they can
improve and we provide further training.”

This assists both employers and job seekers by
giving candidates a higher level of generic skills
to present their own story and ambitions more
effectively. The intention is not to mould an
“ideal interviewee”, but to allow each individual
to set out their qualifications and experience
in a way that avoids common mistakes and,
therefore, is more likely to impress.

Enlightenment from Australia

In 2014, aged 29, Li went on a working holiday
to Australia with his then girlfriend who is now
his wife. The plan was to take a break fromwork
and get some new perspectives. Previously,
when still a Lingnan student back in 2008, he
had spent 10 days in Australia as a volunteer
visiting elderly care centres under a scheme
arranged by the Office of Service-Learning.

Before setting off the working holiday, he
had been an assistant manager on call around
the clock. The new role was less hectic, with
months in a laboratory weighing soil samples
every day. It was routine and sometimes
tedious work, but it gave him ample free time
to enjoy the lifestyle, cook, or just look at
the stars.

“You have to enjoy life, learn from what you see
and experience every day, and have no regrets
when it comes to an end,” he says. “We spent
a year travelling around, which broadened
our horizons by talking to different people,
learning to live in another country, and having
new experiences.”

In general, Li encourages the younger
generation in Hong Kong to develop a global
outlook and not to regard owning a flat as the
definition of success.

“In my view, a successful person contributes
something positive to society,” he says. “For
instance, you never judge a doctor by how
many flats he or she has bought.”

Road to entrepreneurship

After returning to Hong Kong, Li thought
long and hard about how he could have a
positive impact by starting a new business.
He concluded the two best options were

to invent and promote a new technology or
to find a practical solution to a well-known
problem.

“Most start-ups fall into the former category,
but we are in the latter,” he says. “A medical or
technological breakthrough easily draws the
spotlight, but our initiative is all about tackling
acommon problem.”

He adds that most established companies
are hesitant about working with a start-up
because they are worried about potential risks
and don’t want to be one of the first customers.
Furthermore, they need time to get used to
new business ideas that disrupt the traditional
practices and many individuals are simply
reluctant to change.

Inherit the Lingnan Spirit

Looking back to his days at Lingnan, he recalls
one particular thing that encouraged an
entrepreneurial mindset.

“l advise today’s students to seize the chance to
work onacommittee and organise events while
at university,” he says. “That is quite similar to
a start-up where you have commitments and
responsibilities and have to build a network.”

Li recalls serving as president of the social
services group in his hostel and, given its self-
financing status, the first big task was raising
funds for volunteer activities by selling T-shirts.

“We also collaborated with the YWCA and
The Neighbourhood Advice-Action Council
to arrange games for kids and classes for the
elderly,” he says. “Even a pencil, a paintbrush or
a paper requires money. Just like in my current
business, everythingis a cost.”

Li graduated from Lingnan in 2008, but
regularly returns to provide career advice via
the Student Services Centre and the Office of
Service-Learning.

“Lingnan students should be active in trying
new things and look to expand their social
networks,” he says. “Don't be afraid of failure.
In the business world, we talk about ‘social
referral, meaning that networking is a key
factor in success no matter which industry you
are in. It also means you can always seek help
and are never alone.”
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Design thinking
workshop cultivates
iInnovation anc
entrepreneurship

j( .DR Dﬂ\‘/u\/\\&I«E \ \Ely

esign thinking is a creative problem-
solving method that emphasises
human-centered research  and
innovation. It has been widely used
and recognised for catalysing innovation
in diverse disciplines including business,
engineering, medicine and education.

On 10 and 11 April, the Lingnan
Entrepreneurship Initiative organised the first
Asia Design Innovation Meet-up and Gallery at
Lingnan University.

Co-moderated by Dr Breanne Przestrzelski
from IDEO U and University of San Diego and
the Lingnan home team led by Nicholas Ooi and
Dr Aloysius Arokiaraj, senior project officers
of the Office of Service-Learning, the 2-day
design thinking workshop attracted over 40
participants from eight different countries and
10 local organisations in Hong Kong, including
all the eight UGC-funded universities, private

BT AR ZE 15 =

universities and NGOs. The primary focus
was to discover effective ways to integrate
design thinking into university classrooms and
stimulate students’ creative confidence and
problem-solving skills.

Dr Humera Fasihuddin, the Co-Director of
University Innovation Fellows Program and
Adjunct Professor at Hasso Plattner Institute
of Design at Stanford (d.school) concluded
the workshop by delivering a seminar on
“Expanding Innovation and Entrepreneurship
on Campus to turn Academic Knowledge to
Impact”.

The workshop successfully provided a
platform for representatives of different
universities, NGOs and co-working spaces
to learn more about design thinking and
exchange insights on innovation and
entrepreneurship education in tertiary
education institutes.
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Boosting STEAM education across

the globe

HEESTEAMEE RITEIRILE

Lingnan University, the National Institute of Education Sciences and the Hong Kong STEM Education Alliance jointly organised The 3rd International Young STEAM Maker
Competition and The 2nd Young STEM Grand Challenge.

HREAS FEHEHNPAERASERRAMBEHBHRRASM T E=EE LV F STEAM BERAIEREEEE —E5 D FESTEMA AT

o promote STEAM Maker education

among primary and secondary school

students in Mainland China and

Hong Kong, and to improve cross-
cultural communication and collaboration skills
between students around the world, Lingnan
University, the National Institute of Education
Sciences and the Hong Kong STEM Education
Alliance jointly organised The 3rd International
Young STEAM Maker Competition and The
2nd Young STEM Grand Challenge.

The closing ceremony was held on 19 July
and officiating guests included Mao Tao,
Vice President of the National Institute of
Education Sciences, Dr Liu Jianfeng, Deputy
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Director General of the Education, Science
and Technology Department, the Liaison
Office of the Central People’s Government
in the HKSAR, Prof Tang Zhenmin, President
of the Guangdong Academy of Education,
and Sheridan Lee Sha-lun, Principal Assistant
Secretary (Curriculum Development),
Education Bureau of the HKSAR Government.

Prof Wei Xiangdong, Professor of the
Department of Economics and Chairman ofthe
Organising Committee, said that 104 teams
of over 400 students and teachers from the
US, Malaysia, Mainland China and Hong Kong
took part in this year’s finals. All participants
had to observe the concept of sustainable

development in the following six categories:
smart living, smart environment, smart
mobility, smart economy, smart government
and smart people.

Students reaching the finals took part in the
collaboration competitions held on 16 and
17 July. Students from different regions and
schools combined in random groups to apply
their knowledge of science and innovation in
education by creating stone-throwers, roller
coasters, smart cars, and the like.

The brand new feature of this competition
was the first Excellent STEAM Teacher
Competition in Hong Kong. Teachers taking



part had to design a research topic based on
“sustainable development” to show students
how to create smart work. The 16 teachers
who reached the finals on 17 July presented
their research projects to professional science
and innovation education judges from Finland,
the UK, the US and Mainland China with
follow-up Q&A sessions.

For the past two years, Lingnan University
has successfully organised Mainland, Hong
Kong and Macau Young STEAM Maker
Competitions. This yearitexpanded theidea by
inviting teams from overseas. The competition
was sponsored by the Education Bureau of
the HKSAR Government, the Guangdong
Academy of Education, the IET HongKong, The
Hong Kong Federation of Education Workers
and more than 10 related organisations from
the education and information technology
sectors. It has become one of the most popular
STEAM events in Hong Kong and Asia.
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New books by Lingnan scholars
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East-West Symbioses

Tive Reccmiliatine of Oppoaines

Eugene Eoyvang

{East-West Symbioses:
The Reconciliation of
Opposites)

Author: Eugene Eoyang Chen
(Emeritus Professor)
Publisher: Cambridge Scholars
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The Unmasking Style
in Social Theory

{The Unmasking Style in
Social Theory)

Author: Peter Baehr
(Department of Sociology and
Social Policy)

Publisher: Routledge
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{Gu Hongming's Eccentric
Chinese Odyssey)
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bl Author: Du Chunmei (Department of History)
Politics of Publisher: The University of Pennsylvania Press
Mega-Events in

China’s Hong Kong

and Macao
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{Politics of Mega-Events
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in China’s Hong Kong

and Macao) {Translating Chinese Art and Modern Literature)
Author: Chu Pok Editors: Sun Yifeng (Department of Translation) and

(Department of Political Science) Chris Song Zijiang (Centre for Humanities Research)

Publisher: Palgrave Macmillan Publisher: Routledge

{Skill and Mastery: Philosophical W
Stories from the Zhuangzi)

Skill
and Mastery

Editors: Karyn Lai and
Chiu Wai-wai (Department of Philosophy)

Publisher: Rowman & Littlefield THE INSTRUMENT OF SCIENCE
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{The Instrument of

{Proceedings of the 6th International Conference on Science: Scientific
Education Technologies 2019 (ICEduTech 2019)) Anti-Realism Revitalised)
Editors: Piet Kommers, Tomayess Issa, Pedro Isaias and Author: Darrell Rowbottom

Wendy Hui Wan-yee (Department of Computing and Decision Sciences) (Department of Philosophy)
Publisher: International Association for Development of the Information Society Publisher: Taylor and Francis
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Launch of the School of Graduate Studies
2B KA I ZE 4 F

In line with Lingnan University’s Strategic
Plan 2019-2025, the former Division
of Graduate Studies has been made the
School of Graduate Studies, thus stepping
up the University's postgraduate education
over the next six years.

This initiative echoes the University’s aim
to provide a quality liberal arts education at
undergraduate level and to be a world-class
research hub at postgraduate level.

Prof Joshua Mok Ka-ho, Vice-President,
and Lam Man Tsan Chair Professor
of Comparative Policy, is serving as
Founding Dean of the School of Graduate

Studies on a concurrent basis with effect
from 1 July.

The strategic goal of the School of
Graduate Studies is to enhance the global
outlook of postgraduate education with
more effective and fruitful international
research collaboration within the territory
and beyond, as well as to enhance the
University’s academic professionalism,
strong research capacity and quality
assurance.

Mok expects the number of postgraduate
students and postgraduate programmes to
increase in line with these improvements.
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Wofoo Joseph Lee
Consulting and Counselling
Psychology Research Centre
is officially open
NMEEREBH S OIEE
Bt 5 ROV IE FUAR AL

Thanks to a generous donation by social
entrepreneur Dr Joseph Lee, the Wofoo
Joseph Lee Consulting and Counselling
Psychology Research Centre in the
Department of Applied Psychology of the
University is officially open to develop

consulting and counselling psychology
researches and associated services.

Located on the second floor of BY. Lam
Building at Lingnan University, the Centre
not only conducts research projects,
but also offers psychological consulting
and counselling services to students and
psychological  counselling courses to
teachers and parents in the district. Since
last September, it has been partnering with
seven schools in Yuen Long, Tin Shui Wai
and Tuen Mun to organise regular training
courses on counselling tactics for teachers
and parents.

In recognition of Dr Joseph Lee’s
generosity, the Student Activity Centre,
a venue for all-weather sports and
recreational activities located in the

AEFEFmEREAMmPOsaRE B

1 15 25 o 150 0 T 300 0 58 ) L D R 7 S R

9.4.2019

Multi-purpose Outdoor Sports Ground of
Lingnan University, is named Wofoo Joseph
Lee Student Activity Centre.

A naming and opening ceremony was
organised by the University on 9 April
and it was officiated by Prof Sophia
Chan Siu-chee, Secretary for Food and
Health, Dr Joseph Lee, Chairman of
Wofoo Foundation, Mr Simon Ip Shing-
hing, Deputy Chairman of the Council of
Lingnan University and President Prof
Leonard K Cheng.

President Cheng believes the new research
centre will serve the community, promote
mental wellness and make positive impact
on the society through knowledge transfer.
‘In the future, the Centre will facilitate
researchworksinthefields of consultingand
counselling psychology with an innovative
approach. Through active collaborations
with schools, hospitals and other non-
governmental organisations, it serves to
raise public awareness towards children and
adolescent mental health,” he adds.
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Lingnan University ranks
No.1 for teaching and
learning experience

EARHPRRMEEN/\KRZH

released
University  Accountability Agreements
(UAAS) report by the University Grants

According to the recently

Committee (UGC), Lingnan University
achieved the highest score in the area of
“undergraduate satisfactionwiththequality
and value which they have gained from
their teaching and learning experience”,
evaluated by the undergraduates of the
eight UGC-funded universities during the
2017/18 academic year.

Lingnan also had the second best score
in “undergraduate satisfaction with their
overall learning environment”.

EARBHEEDNEZE G (HEG)ROAT
NI KBRS HE RET EATHEE
%Fﬁ?%%%&ﬁ%ﬁsfmﬁ%@'43%%%
e MEMERSEEREREE I
5 ’JJ‘EF'E'J%HT%Z HERNAHETE
Bh ARSI ARAER2017/188F 17 W

UGC-funded Undergraduate Undergraduate
universities satisfaction with the satisfaction
WE S B AR quality and value which | with their
they have gained from overall learning
their teaching and environment
learning experience Bepwm =y
HERBMEERRK ERE
BERRE
Lingnan University
- ) 3.83 3.95
FEREAP
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 574 4
R RE
The University of Hong Kong
. B} 3.7 3.81
HREKRE
Hong Kong Baptist University
ot me 4 3.69 3.64
City University of Hong Kong
i 3.66 3.64
HREH AR
The Education University of Hong Kong
. 3.65 3.74
HERAHERE
The Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology 3.63 3.72
EHER AL
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 362 377
EBEBTARE ’ ’

(5-point rating scale with 5 - very satisfied to 1 - very dissatisfied)

(USA N EMRAE SHRIFEMR LD BFEFRE)

(Source: University Accountability Agreement for the 2019-22 Triennium released by the UGC)

(BHI2E  AREGAH2019-2 = FHHALBHIEHHE)

Office of Global Education
and Interdisciplinary
Studies in operation
BRHBEMEERRERER
B AR

Renamed the Office of Global Education
(OGE) on 2 July, the Office of Global
Education and Interdisciplinary Studies
(OGEIS) of Lingnan University provides
full support to the new Bachelor of
Arts (Honours) in Global Liberal Arts
and the promotion of other innovative
interdisciplinary programmes, in addition to
its mission to enhance internationalisation.

The OGEIS pursues excellence and the
refinement of teaching, learning and
research by fostering strategic partnerships
with members of the Alliance of Asian
Liberal Arts Universities (AALAU) and the
Global Liberal Arts Alliance (GLAA).
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The ‘Old Camp’ at Lingnan
promotes gerontechnology
for harmony between old
and young

REZ20LD CAMPIRE R4 R
EESSERE

From 25 to 26 June, RTHK Radio 5
organised its first ever two-day, one-
night university camp at Lingnan for 100
seniors, bringing together Lingnan student
ambassadors and 90 secondary school
students for intergenerational harmony.

The camp was launched at the Sin Cho
Ming Function Hall where officiating
guests included Dr The Honourable Lam
Ching-choi, Executive Council member and
Chairman of the Elderly Commission, Prof
Leonard K Cheng, President of Lingnan
University, and David Ho Chung-yan, Head
of RTHK'’s Chinese Programme Service, as
well as local celebrities Woo Fung, Janice
Vidal, J.Arie (Rachel Lui), Lydia Lau and
Kaho Hung.

Woo Fung, Honorary Fellow of Lingnan
University, spoke of his experiences using

smart products and encouraged fellow
elders to memorise phone numbers as a
way to stimulate their memory. He said that
now heis over 80 and enjoying life thanks to
alifetime of learning.

In addition to the overnight camp, the
elderly participated in three highlight
activities: a seminar and mobile lab on
gerontechnology, hosted by the Asia-
Pacific Institute of Ageing Studies of the
University; yogafor seniors, a set of elderly-
friendly stretching exercises for maintaining
a healthy lifestyle; and the Lingnan Hunt,
a student-led campus tour for seniors to
explore various elderly-friendly facilities
and learn how to keep up with the trends by
making videos on their smartphones.
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Prof Tejaswini Niranjana
wins international prize for
her translation work
Tejaswini NiranjanaZi# LA BN 2 (£
RS E R A28

Head and Professor of the Department of
Cultural Studies, Prof Tejaswini Niranjana,
was awarded DSC Prize for South Asian
Literature 2018 for her English translation
of No Presents Please, a collection of stories
set in Mumbai written in the southern
Indian language of Kannada by poet and
short story writer Jayant Kaikini.

It is the first time that a translated work
has won this prestigious prize, given for
the best writing about South Asian culture
from writers by any ethnicity from all over
the world. Niranjana and Kaikini shared
the US$25,000 prize.

Prof Tejaswini Niranjana

The DSC Prize for South Asian Literature
2018 was judged by a diverse and
distinguished five-member jury of eminent
figuresdrawnfromtheinternational literary
fraternity. The chair of the judging panel,
Rudrangshu Mukherjee praised Niranjana
for her “outstanding contribution”.

NIEMERRZTERHE Tejaswini
NiranjanaZi% 8 €DSCRIEn S 2422018
CHERFRERR/NRE(NO Presents
Please) MR eBENE A o 2/ eRE R AR
KRR EIER Jayant Kaikini Ll EFEIE 2R
EERES WB—RIULZEFEARABEN
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Z;NiranjanakKaikini# @D =486
25,000% Ty
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The Sixth South-South Forum on Sustainability attracted over 100 local and
international scholars and experts

A E R EN BART

The University hosted the Sixth South-
South Forum on Sustainability (SSFSé)
from 24 June to 3 July, under the main
theme “Ecology, Livelihood and Community
Regeneration”.

Over 100 intellectuals and social activists
from Hong Kong, Mainland China and all
over the world attended the Forum, which
consisted of a summer school on Nuclear
Weapons and Power, a forum on “Ecology,
Livelihood and Community Regeneration”,
and a workshop on architecture and
urbanism.

Dr Rebecca Johnson, the Founding
President of International Campaign to

Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) which
won the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize, was a
keynote speaker at the summer school and
the forum.

The Sixth South-South Forum is an
international conference co-organised
by the Department of Cultural Studies
of Lingnan University and the Global
University for Sustainability. Other co-
organisers this year include PeaceVWWomen
Across the Globe, Programa de Pos-
Graduacdo em Politica Social of
Universidade Federal do Espirito Santos
(Brazil), Daegu Catholic University (South
Korea), and universities in Beijing, Fujian
and Chongging.
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Dinner for Graduating
Students to celebrate a
new chapter in their lives
EHEERSEBRE DEEAA
TH—ENEIR

This year marks the 21st anniversary of
the Dinner for Graduating Students, a
fine Lingnan University tradition. Over
300 graduating students, staff and guests
gathered at the Kowloon Shangri-La,
Hong Kong, on 23 May to celebrate the

new chapter opening in the lives of the
graduating students.

The Chairman of the Council Mr Rex
Auyeung Pak-kuen and President Leonard
K Cheng wished the graduates well and
encouraged them to become ambassadors
for Lingnan by demonstrating the critical
thinking and creativity which are the
outstanding values of the liberal arts
education, as well as respecting different
opinions when facing conflicting views.
They also encouraged the students to
seek the right direction in their life. The
Chairman of the Lingnan University Alumni
Association (Hong Kong), Dr William Leung,
urged graduating students to participate in
alumni activities and stay connected with
their alma mater.

Lingnan's band, Aurora, expressed their
congratulations with a fabulous musical
performance. It was truly a joyous and
unforgettable evening!
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