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Established by Queen Victoria in 1900, the University 
of Birmingham is ranked in the top 1% of universities 
across the globe. We are a member of the elite Russell 
Group of UK universities, which includes Oxford 
and Cambridge, and are proud of the work we do 
to change the world. 

We bring all of this heritage, prestige and global renown 
to our new campus in Dubai, giving our pioneering 
first group of students the opportunity to benefit from 
a British education and University of Birmingham 
qualification that is recognised and valued by employers 
and academic institutions across the world. 

There has never been a more exciting time to join our 
vibrant University of Birmingham community. Over the 
next few months you will have choices to make about 
your future and we hope to welcome you here to our 
campus in Dubai.

Your university education is in safe, expert, world-
respected hands. Whatever you decide to do after 
graduation, by choosing the University of Birmingham 
Dubai you are making a sound investment in your future. 

Professor	Sir	David	Eastwood	
Vice-Chancellor

As	a	leading	international	
university	and	one	of	the	
world’s	top	100,	we	have	
been	welcoming	students	
from	around	the	world	to	
study	at	our	UK	campus	
for	more	than	100	years	and	
deliver	University	of	Birmingham	
degrees	in	Singapore	and	China.	

IN THE 
GLOBAL CITY 
OF DUBAI
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4	 Research and Birmingham Heroes

11 OF OUR FORMER STAFF  
AND STUDENTS HAVE BEEN 
AWARDED NOBEL PRIZES
FROM DEVELOPING NEW TREATMENTS 
FOR HEART DISEASE AND CANCER, 
TO SYNTHESISING VITAMIN C 
AND REVEALING THE 
STRUCTURE OF DNA.

WE ARE AT THE FOREFRONT  
OF SOME OF THE MOST 

GROUNDBREAKING  
DISCOVERIES OF  

THE LAST 100 YEARS

11 NOBEL 
PRIZE 

LAUREATESRANKED IN THE TOP 1%  
OF UNIVERSITIES GLOBALLY

WELCOMING 
STUDENTS SINCE 1900
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WE ARE AT THE FOREFRONT  
OF SOME OF THE MOST 

GROUNDBREAKING  
DISCOVERIES OF  

THE LAST 100 YEARS

EXPERTS IN THEIR FIELDS, 
OUR ACADEMICS SHAPE 

POLICY, CHANGE LIVES 
AND INFLUENCE  

SOCIETY

300,000 ALUMNI 
ACROSS THE GLOBE 

34,000 STUDENTS 
AT OUR BIRMINGHAM CAMPUS, INCLUDING 
6,800 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

100,000 
ONLINE 

LEARNERS

BIRMINGHAM HEROES
ARE CARRYING OUT PIONEERING RESEARCH INTO:
n	FUTURE CITIES
n	DEVELOPING CHARACTER AND VIRTUE 

FOR THE NEXT GENERATION
n	KEEPING SHAKESPEARE’S 
 LEGACY ALIVE
n	REVOLUTIONISING ENERGY 

PRODUCTION

Visit our website and register for more information: www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai
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WHY STUDY 
IN DUBAI?
The globally connected city of Dubai is rapidly 
becoming established as an international education 
hub, providing students from across the globe with 
the opportunity to pursue their university studies. 
Home to many thousands of students, by choosing 
to study at the University of Birmingham Dubai you 
will be part of a young, vibrant, global community.

Dubai is a cosmopolitan city, which combines history 
and modernity to create a distinctive place to live and 
study. Whatever your interest, Dubai has something 
for students from all cultures. From impressive 
retail experiences and diverse cultural attractions, 
Dubai also provides lots of opportunities for sporty 
or adventurous students to enjoy outdoor activities 
in its striking natural landscape. 

And once you have completed your studies, 
Dubai’s thriving economy provides many career 
options for talented graduates. 



7Why Dubai?

Our campus is located in Dubai 
International Academic City which is 
home to 25,000 students from over 
149 different countries. 

The Dubai International Airport is a 
major transport hub making Dubai an 
easy destination to travel to from most 
parts of the world. Dubai International 
Airport is the world’s number one 
airport for international travellers.

The cosmopolitan city of Dubai, where 
the old meets new, offers an exciting 
landscape to explore – from traditional 
souks to the ever-expanding skyline, 
there is something for everyone.

Dubai has a lower cost of living than 
major cities in Australia, Canada and 
the USA.

The UK and the UAE – developing an ever stronger partnership
The University of Birmingham is playing a central role in the UK/UAE 2017 Year of 
Creative Collaboration with a series of digital exhibitions of the Birmingham Qur’an 
manuscript taking place across the region. A copy of the Birmingham Qur’an manuscript, 
which is amongst the oldest in the world, was also presented to His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, by HRH Prince of Wales.

Using radiocarbon analysis, the parchment on which the text is written has been dated to 
the period between AD568 and 645. Researchers have concluded that this places the 
leaves close to the time of the Prophet Muhammad, and that the Qur’an manuscript is 
among the earliest written evidence of the Islamic holy book known to have survived.

Visit our website and register for more information: www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai



The three- and four-year undergraduate programmes 
and the postgraduate programmes at the University 
of Birmingham Dubai have been developed by world-
leading staff and researchers and are the same as 
those taught in the UK. It is a privilege to learn from 
such pioneers in their fields and we expect to attract 
the brightest students from around the world to study 
with us in Dubai, as we do to our UK campus. 

Studying at our campus in Dubai, you will have 
access to a world-class British education, graduating 
with a University of Birmingham degree, taught by 
outstanding academics who are experts in their 
fields. This will set you up with all of the knowledge 
and skills you need for employment or further 
study. You will also have the opportunity to work 
with talented students from your own and other 
disciplines, exploring new ideas and considering 
solutions to some of the world’s greatest challenges, 
all underpinned by the latest technologies.

There	are	a	number	of	courses	and	
options	available	to	you	across	subjects	
as	diverse	as	science,	engineering,	
business	and	education:
p Three- or four-year undergraduate degrees. 

Four-year programmes include an integrated 
foundation year entry, which you may need to 
take depending on your previous study. 

p One-year Masters programmes designed to 
help you enhance your career prospects and 
make you stand out in a globally competitive 
marketplace.

A WORLD-CLASS 
BRITISH UNIVERSITY 
DEGREE
We	encourage	bold,	independent	thinking	and	provide	exceptional	academic	
programmes	that	will	stretch	and	challenge	you	to	achieve	your	potential.

Your studies8	

Visit our website and register for more information: www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai



9Your studies: the Birmingham learning experience

YOU WILL HAVE ACCESS 
TO A WORLD-CLASS, 
BRITISH EDUCATION... 
TAUGHT BY OUTSTANDING 
ACADEMICS WHO ARE 
EXPERTS IN THEIR FIELDS

‘ ‘



UNDERGRADUATE  
PROGRAMMES
Business	Management	BSc	(Hons)
Computer	Science	BSc	(Hons)
Economics	BSc	(Hons)
Mechanical	Engineering	BEng	(Hons)

Visit our website to find out more about our programmes on offer, 
and to register for more information: www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai
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Business Management BSc (Hons)
The Business Management BSc (Hons) equips you 
with the expertise needed to lead, change and 
understand business and management on both a 
national and global scale. It is structured to reflect 
the changing world of business. This degree 
combines the latest research and thinking with the 
philosophy that future leaders of industry should 
have a sound, broad-based business education. 
We advocate an enquiry-based learning approach, 
from the outset you will be encouraged to become 
an independent and self-motivated learner. No matter 
what the sector, organisations all require good 
leaders and this degree is aimed at students looking 
to take up leadership roles. Our graduates are highly 
sought after for their critical and analytical skills, 
as well as their in-depth knowledge of current 
business practices.

Computer Science BSc (Hons)
Computer scientists design and create search 
engines, social networking applications, software 
applications used in the financial world to map 
customer profiles and expose credit card fraud, 
and software applications used in the medical 
sector to identify cancers through the analysis 
of medical images.

During this course, you will learn about all kinds 
of computational systems, their theory, design, 
development and application. This includes 
programming languages, software engineering, 
artificial intelligence, operating systems, databases, 
nature-inspired computation, concurrent computing, 
robotics and the theory of computation. The degree 
incorporates concepts from fields as diverse as 
mathematics, engineering, linguistics and psychology.

Economics BSc (Hons)
The Economics BSc (Hons) programme is an exciting 
chance to explore some of the increasingly prominent 
economics issues affecting 21st-century political and 
current affairs. 

Economics is an intellectually challenging discipline 
that builds important skills and techniques in using 
maths and applying statistical data, as well as wider 
transferable skills, all of which will make you a highly 
sought-after graduate with a significant advantage 
in the employment market. You will be taught by a 
combination of first-class theory and practical teaching. 

Mechanical Engineering BEng (Hons)
Mechanical Engineering is a professional discipline 
as important as medicine – for which it supplies 
many solutions in terms of life-saving equipment, 
life-enhancing artificial limbs, pacemakers, micro-
scale pumps, incubators, etc. Mechanical engineers 
design, analyse and manufacture machines that 
move using gears: from giant earth-moving machines 
and huge turbines in power stations, to all types of 
road and rail vehicles, space rockets and satellites. 
We design tiny micro gears that power medical 
equipment, handheld computers and mobile phones. 
We also make industrial robots; the machines that 
make other products.

Our Mechanical Engineering BEng (Hons) produces 
graduates who are creative, highly numerate and 
skilled at solving problems and delivering results. 
We are a friendly community of self-assured 
professionals, determined to guide you to 
wherever your engineering talents will thrive.  

Entry requirements
To be considered by University of Birmingham 
you will need to meet our general entry 
requirements as well as the specific entry 
requirements of your chosen programme.

Find out more at: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/country



POSTGRADUATE  
PROGRAMMES
Computer	Science	MSc	
International	Business	MSc
PGCert	in	Secondary	English	Education											
PGCert	in	Secondary	Science	Education							
PGCert	in	Secondary	Maths	Education				
PGCert	in	Primary	Education											

Visit our website to find out more about our programmes on offer, 
and to register for more information: www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai
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Computer Science MSc
The MSc Computer Science is a Masters degree 
course for students who have a first degree in a 
subject other than computing. Designed to open 
the door to exciting new career opportunities in 
computer science and information technology, 
the programme is suitable for graduates from 
diverse subject backgrounds. 

The programme is different to IT programmes, in that 
it is a technical degree with a significant programming 
component. It is designed to give you a grounding 
in both the fundamentals of computer science and 
practical software development skills. Students join 
this programme from a wide range of first degrees, 
from the technical and scientific to the social 
sciences and humanities. Graduates of this degree 
are highly sought after by employers due to the 
special knowledge, expertise and skills acquired.

International Business MSc
Across the globe, organisations are seeking dynamic 
managers with the skills to work away from their 
domestic country. This MSc in International Business 
is open to graduates from any discipline, and will 
equip you with a comprehensive understanding of 
relevant and current international issues, giving you 
the opportunity to take your career anywhere in 
the world.

The programme is designed to enhance your career 
prospects by building your knowledge in key areas of 
international business. You will have the opportunity 
to draw on the talents of globally respected scholars 
and teachers whose expertise, combined with the 
breadth of the syllabus, will prepare you for your new 
international career.

PGCert in Secondary English Education           
PGCert in Secondary Science Education       
PGCert in Secondary Maths Education            
PGCert in Primary Education 	         
 
Consecutive inspections by the Office for Standards 
in Education (Ofsted) have graded the University 
of Birmingham School of Education’s initial teacher 
education courses as outstanding, making us a very 
popular choice for students, with high-quality training 
and excellent employment prospects. 

At our campus in Dubai we will be offering these 
postgraduate courses for those interested in 
becoming a teacher across either the 5–11 age 
range or the 11–18 age range. The programmes 
include school-based placements and study around 
teaching methods, subject specialisms and some 
whole school issues. All of our programmes are 
approved by the KHDA and are aligned with and 
assessed against UAE standards.

Entry requirements
To be considered by University of Birmingham 
you will need to meet our general entry 
requirements as well as the specific entry 
requirements of your chosen programme.

Find out more at: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/country
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A WORLD OF 
OPPORTUNITY
We	are	an	outstanding	university	producing	
professionals	and	leaders	that	change	lives,	
and	transform	and	enhance	society.	

When you graduate with a University of Birmingham 
degree your qualification is internationally respected 
and recognised, and our graduates are highly sought 
after by employers. It is the stepping stone for you to 
achieve your professional and life ambitions, whatever 
they may be. We also offer an award-winning careers 
service to help support and guide you through your 
transition into university and then into the world of work.

14	 What else a UoB degree can offer you
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Vice-Chancellor’s Challenge
This is a new opportunity for second- 
year undergraduate students to have 
an exciting experience that will develop 
skills for your future studies and career. During the 
second semester, you can opt to be in interdisciplinary 
teams that tackle a global challenge in a competition 
personally overseen by the Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Sir David Eastwood.

If you proceed to the later stages you will gain 
expertise in debating, presenting and media 
production. You will then put these skills into action 
by creating an innovative, thought-provoking video 
to debate with students and academics. The finalist 
teams will go forward to an event at which Sir David 
will debate the ideas developed by each team before 
choosing the winning team and challenge champions.

Working with business
We work closely with business and 
industry to ensure that your careers 
support has real-world relevance. If you 
apply for a place on our Entrepreneurship Project 
you will be given the opportunity to work with your 
fellow students on a real project challenge set by a 
global employer. Working in teams over a concentrated 
period, you will present your final proposal to the 
company in a competitive process, with a reward for 
the winning team. Employer-led initiatives such as 
these will deepen your understanding of the world of 
business and enterprise, enhancing your skills in an 
increasingly competitive global job market.

Join our global community 
When you graduate, you will become a 
part of our international community of 
more than 300,000 alumni living in more 
than 150 countries. Our alumni have become Nobel 
Prize winners, Olympic medalists, stars of stage and 
screen and award-winning authors. All our alumni 
receive regular communications and access to a 
varied events programme.

Closer to home we already have hundreds of alumni 
living in Dubai and a new alumni group has recently 
started which holds regular events in the region. 

Build your career through
the alumni network
All students on the Dubai campus 
will be offered the chance to interact 
and engage with our alumni locally and globally. 
Opportunities will include accessing online 
lectures, workshops and mentoring, to support your 
career and employability prospects, and attending 
events with alumni in the region to broaden your 
network locally. 

YOUR UNIVERSITY OF 
BIRMINGHAM EXPERIENCE

What else a UoB degree can offer you 15

Visit our website and register for more information: www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai
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We know that learning does not stop when you 
leave the lecture theatre. Studying at the University 
of Birmingham should be an enriching experience 
that takes in all aspects of life – social and cultural 
as well as educational. With this in mind, we have 
developed a programme of extracurricular activities 
to help you get the most out of your time with us 
here in Dubai. 

As well as stretching yourself through your study 
programme, you may undertake personal challenges 
and widen your cultural and societal view. It is about 
expanding your life experience, and making new 
friendships and networks that will stay with 
you forever.

MORE THAN 
EDUCATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE

Global educational experience
As part of our international educational 
experience you will have the opportunity to 
encounter other cultures with the option to 
spend some time staying or studying in another 
country. For example you will have the opportunity 
to apply for the Birmingham International Summer 
School (BISS), which offers a short-term study 
opportunity based at our Birmingham campus 
where you will meet students from across the 
globe. As well as hearing from leading experts in 
a variety of subject areas, you will also gain an 
insight into British culture through the extensive 
social programme offering. This includes trips 
to iconic cities within the UK (such as London, 
Cambridge and Oxford) as well as experiencing 
a wide range of cultural activities within the 
diverse and vibrant city of Birmingham.
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Halls, accommodation and transport
We understand that having somewhere modern 
and safe to live that is close to our Dubai Campus 
will be important for our students. In addition to 
supporting you with accommodation we will provide 
a shuttle transport service during key times to help 
you get to and from campus.

Student support services
Students often tell us that studying at university 
is very different from their previous experience of 
education, and can take time to adjust. To help you 
with this transition, you will be allocated a personal 
tutor (who is a member of academic staff) who can 
assist you with any academic or wellbeing concerns 
you may have. You will also be able to access a range 
of services based at our Birmingham campus to help 
you make the most of your degree and University life.

Social and cultural activities
As part of your induction you will have the 
opportunity to take part in a range of activities 
which include a tour of the city, where you can 
explore the rich heritage of Dubai, its exquisite 
mosques, the Dubai Creek and its famous souks. 
You can also visit the Sheikh Mohammed Centre for 
Cultural Understanding, where you can learn about 
the traditions and customs of the UAE, including 
a cultural meal and visit to the stunning Jumeirah 
Mosque. If you would like to get better oriented with 
new Dubai, there will be opportunities to take a trip 
around the Dubai Marina and Jumeirah Beach, 
where you can explore Dubai’s many shopping, 
dining and entertainment options including the 
malls, aquarium and the famous Burj Khalifa.

Visit our website and register for more information: www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai

The city of Birmingham, UK Souk, Dubai

Jumeirah Mosque, Dubai
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BIRMINGHAM

ABUJA

Visit our website and register for more information: www.birmingham.ac.uk/dubai

DUBAI
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