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B.U. Schön, daß Sie neugierig reinschauen, obwohl hier ja eigentlich noch gar 
kein richtiger Text steht, sondern nur der sogenannte Blindtext. Schön, daß 
Sie neugierig reinschauen. 0302 

HEADLINE ZEILE 1
HEADLINE ZEILE 2

SUBLINE: ICH BIN EIN BLINDTEXT 

Fliesstext Schön, daß Sie neugierig reinschauen, obwohl hier 
ja eigentlich noch gar kein richtiger Text steht, sondern nur 
der sogenannte Blindtext. Der aber soll Ihnen diesmal mehr 
Spaß machen als das „Eiriseididum“ oder das „Kisuaheli om-
ryx nomryx“ oder dieses „Iam quanto minoris constat haec fe-
licitas accessio!“ oder „In general, bodytypes are measured in 
the typographical point size“. Dieser Blindtext will Ihnen näm-
lich dreierlei sagen: 

Erstens will er den Texter entschuldigen — tut uns leid, aber 
es war einfach unmöglich, das Ding gestern nacht noch exakt 
auf Länge runterzuschreiben. Das Briefing, Sie wissen schon. 
Schwieriges Thema. Und die Freundin ist krank, und der 
Freund wollte unbedingt in diesen neuen Film. Also sorry.

Ja, und zweitens haben wir Sie bis hierhin zum Lesen ge-
bracht und wollen damit belegen, daß nicht alle Marktforscher 
und Kaffeesatzleser recht haben, die sagen, daß unser armer 
Freund Otto Normalverbraucher und seine häßliche Schwester 
Lieschen Müller maximal Null Komma gar kein Interesse ha-
ben für Texte.

Drittens sollten wir für ein paar Zeilen abschweifen und uns 
dem Gegenstand unserer Bemühungen zuwenden. Was heißt 
überhaupt Blindtext? Macht er blind, und wenn ja, wen?

Blindtext? Macht er blind, und wenn ja, wen? Die Grafiker 
und Typografen, die solange blind in die Tasten hauen, bis ein 
Schreiber die Zeilen mit Sinn füllt? Ich denke, das Wörtchen 
will uns ja auch nur warnend darauf hinweisen, daß viel zu oft 
nach dem Motto „Augen zu und durch“ verfahren wird bei der 
verantwortungsvollen Aufgabe, Grauwert zu verteilen.

Ja sapperlot, sagen Sie jetzt vielleicht (wenn der Layouter den 
Text bis hierhin aus formalen Gründen noch nicht abgeschnit-
ten hat), man soll doch in einem Layout nur sehen können, 
wie das Schriftbild überhaupt aussieht: Welche Schrift haben 
wir denn, in welcher Größe, wie sind die Buchstabenabstände 
und so weiter (Form follows function?).

SUBLINE: ICH BIN EIN BLINDTEXT 

Trotzdem: Vielleicht ist ja die aktuelle, zeitgeistige und allge-
meine Mißachtung interessanter, unterhaltsamer und aus-
schweifender Betrachtungen genau darin zu suchen, daß sie 
präsentiert wird erst mal in Form von Blindtext, also Blöd-
sinnstext. (Siehe oben.) Und wie sollen Sie, der geneigte Kun-
de, denn ahnen, wie spannend das später sein könnte. Stellen 
Sie sich mal vor, hier würde nix stehen. Nichts über Ihr Pro-
dukt, nichts über Ihre Leistungen, nichts über Ihren Service, 
nichts über Ihre tollen Leute. Nichts über Ihr Angebot, nichts 
über Ihren Stolz, nichts über Ihr Engagement, nichts über Ih-
ren Optimismus. Wäre doch schade, oder?

Für den Fall, daß Sie jetzt der Meinung sind, es gäbe über Ih-
re Sache ja gar nicht so viel zu sagen, gibt es diese alte Werber-
egel als Trost und Ansporn: Wenn Sie wirklich nichts zu sagen 
haben, dann sagen Sie das wenigstens lustig.

So, genug jetzt: Die durchschnittliche klassische Käfer-Anzei-
ge hatte 632 Anschläge, und wir sind schon weit drüber. War-
ten Sie mal ab, wie schön der Text ist, der später hier gedruckt 
wird. Viel Spaß beim Lesen!

Schön, daß Sie neugierig reinschauen, obwohl hier ja eigent-
lich noch gar kein richtiger Text steht, sondern nur der soge-
nannte Blindtext. Der das „Eiriseididum“ oder das „Kisuaheli 
omryx nomryx“ oder dieses „Iam quanto minoris constat haec 
felicitas accessio!“ oder „In general, bodytypes are measured in 
the typographical point size“. Dieser Blindtext will Ihnen näm-
lich dreierlei sagen: 

Erstens will er den Texter entschuldigen — tut uns leid, aber 
es war einfach unmöglich, das Ding gestern nacht noch exakt 
auf Länge runterzuschreiben. Das Briefing, Sie wissen schon. 
Schwieriges Thema. Und die Freundin ist krank, und der 
Freund wollte unbedingt in diesen neuen Film. Also sorry.

Ja, und zweitens haben wir Sie bis hierhin zum Lesen ge-
bracht und wollen damit belegen, daß nicht alle Marktforscher 
und Kaffeesatzleser recht haben, die sagen, daß unser armer 
Freund Otto Normalverbraucher und seine häßliche Schwester 
Lieschen Müller maximal Null Komma gar kein Interesse ha
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Ruhr-Universität was founded in 1965 as the first academic institution in the 
north-western industrial region of Germany. Today, we are at the centre of one of 
Europe’s largest science hubs and offer academic education, innovative research 
and transfer activities far beyond the region’s borders. With 43.000 students, among 
them almost 6.000 from 130 different countries, we are not only a large but truly 
international university; offering all fields and disciplines of science – humanities, 
natural science, engineering and life science on the undergraduate, graduate and 
professional level. 

The dedication, diligence and innovative mindset of our staff established focal re-
search areas on a world-class level. Research on IT-security and Solvation Science 
are just two of our most visible fields of research excellence. We believe in the inter-
disciplinary character of scientific progress and are firmly committed to fostering 
early career researchers by providing the best infrastructure and mentoring oppor-
tunities. Science is driven by individual curiosity and requires open exchange among 
researchers on all levels and across borders. 

I invite you to take a closer look at Ruhr-Universität in this booklet and welcome you 
as a future partner in Creating Knowledge Networks throughout the world!

Axel Schölmerich 
Rector

MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR
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RUHR-UNIVERSITÄT AT A GLANCE » LOOKING FORWARDS

Ruhr-Universität Bochum is a place for innovative research 
and learning for life. How do we find science-based solutions 
to the global challenges of our time? How do we help young 
adults grow into curious, independent and insightful individu-
als? How do we shape the dialogue between science and soci-
ety and facilitate the transfer between theory and practice? To 
answer these questions, Ruhr-Universität breaks the bounda-
ries between subjects, transcends physical distance and works 
across generations.

With 20 faculties and more than 43,000 students in some 190 
courses of study, Ruhr-Universität is one of the ten largest uni-
versities in Germany. As a comprehensive university, it unites 
the arts, humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, engi-
neering and medicine. Its scope is unique in Germany: accord-
ing to the Funding Atlas 2015 of the Deutsche Forschungs-
gemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation), research 
at Ruhr-Universität is the most wide-ranging of any universi-
ty in Germany. Its strong tradition of research, outstanding in-
ternational networks and innovative educational style make 
Ruhr-Universität a sought-after cooperation partner and an at-
tractive place of study for young people from all over the world.

As the first new university founded in the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Ruhr-Universität rang in a new age of knowledge in 

1965. Its architectural design reflected its mission: it placed 
 education in a new context and laid the foundation for  Bochum’s 
 development into a leading city of education and science.

In 2007 Ruhr-Universität Bochum joined forces with the 
neighbouring universities in Dortmund and Duisburg-Essen 
to form the Ruhr-Universität Alliance, one of the largest and 
most productive scientific associations in Germany. The strate-
gic merger offers researchers diverse opportunities for coop-
eration and gives students the option to attend courses at the 
neighbouring universities. Liaison offices in New York, Moscow 
and São Paulo promote international cooperation and student 
and scholarly exchanges.

The dynamic development of Ruhr-Universität requires space. 
With an extensive development plan, the university is work-
ing towards meeting its future goals. The main campus in the 
south of Bochum will retain its central facilities, such as the 
well-stocked university library and distinctive central auditori-
um. New sites for teaching, learning and research in the city 
centre have been added during the course of a recent expan-
sion, bringing scholarship and the interested public closer to-
gether. And as a third location, Ruhr-Universität is currently 
converting a former industrial site into an innovative centre for 
science, technology and business.



GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT » KNOWLEDGE CREATES NETWORKS 

Ruhr-Universität unites people from all over the world, creat-
ing global knowledge networks. The common objective is to 
broaden knowledge through research and teaching and thus 
work towards a better future. The principles guiding Ruhr- 
Universität in its quest for internationalisation, therefore,   
are the following:

HUMANE » We consider social responsibility to be an integral 
part of our scientific duty, both locally and globally.

ACCOMPLISHED » We are committed to excellence, which we 
strive for in scientific research as well as all other areas of the 
university.

OPEN TO THE WORLD » We are linked to an international 
network – in both our teaching and research – and welcome 
students and scientists from all over the world.

People from 130 countries study, research and teach on 
Ruhr-Universität’s campus: it is home to more than 5,000 in-
ternational students, some 700 international PhD students and 
several hundred international academics. What is more, some 
600 incoming and a similar number of outgoing students each 
year take advantage of the wide variety of exchange and scholar-
ship programmes available here. The university as a whole sup-
ports 45 international partnerships in research, study, teaching 
and the transfer of knowledge. At the faculty and institute lev-
el, more than 300 cooperation agreements for specific projects 
have been concluded with partners in 62 countries.

EDUCATION WITHOUT BORDERS

Ruhr-Universität is part of a number of transnational educa-
tion projects. As a member of the Utrecht Network, a network 

of 32 universities from 27 countries, Ruhr-Universität contrib-
utes actively to designing international curricula and preparing 
staff for their changing responsibilities in a globalized world. 
Ruhr-Universität is also a member of the Global Campus of 
Human Rights, the largest worldwide university network in 
education and research into human rights and democracy. 
Moreover, it promotes the exchange of knowledge with Chi-
na as an active partner in the Chinesisch-Deutsches Hoch-
schulkolleg (Chinese-German University College for Postgrad-
uate Studies – CDHK) at Tongji University in Shanghai. In 
the South African German Centre for Development Research, 
it offers courses for managers in development cooperation. 
And as a partner of the Vietnamese German University (VGU) 
in Vietnam, it trains talented students in engineering courses 
and awards them a degree from Ruhr-Universität. 

SOUGHT-AFTER HOST

Ruhr-Universität’s global engagement extends far beyond 
its national borders, as proven by its excellent placement in 
the Top 15 of the Humboldt rankings. This ranking indicates 
which German universities are chosen by prominent interna-
tional scientists for their guest residencies.

Researchers from all over the world who come to work at 
Ruhr-Universität benefit from the comprehensive services of 
the Welcome Centre. Here they can find information and ad-
vice for their time at Ruhr-Universität, including assistance in 
finding housing or tips for things to do in their leisure time. 
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ACADEMIC FREEDOM WORLDWIDE
As a member of the international 

Scholars at Risk Network, Ruhr-

Universität supports international 

academics who are threatened, 

persecuted or restricted in their 

work on the grounds of their re-

search and scientific ideas. 

Ruhr-Universität also opens its 

doors to students who have had to 

flee their home countries. As one 

of the first universities in Germany, 

Ruhr-Universität established a pro-

gramme to guide young people who 

have fled their home countries suc-

cessfully into university.
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RESEARCH » SCIENCE REQUIRES VISION

We have only one world to work with: research cooperation 
 across national and disciplinary borders can address the urgent 
issues of our time by joining forces and sharing competen-
cies. Ruhr-Universität has organised interdisciplinary cooper-
ation into ten research departments. In addition, research-
ers at Ruhr-Universität have taken part in ambitious projects 
in a number of collaborative research centres funded by the 
DFG, both within the university and in cooperation with non- 
university institutions.

What is more, outstanding individual research at Ruhr-Uni-
versität is internationally recognised. In 2017, the European 
 Research Council (ERC) funded 11 researchers as ERC gran-
tees in a range of disciplines. This prestigious award is not on-
ly associated with high subsidies; it is also a mark of scientific 
excellence and proves that the winners are among the best in 
their field, world-wide. 

With its concept of excellent collaborative as well as individu-
al research, Ruhr-Universität is one of the highest performing 
universities in Germany. Under the Excellence Initiative, a na-
tional competition to promote world-class research, it achieved 
notable success with its university-wide Research School and 
the RESOLV excellence cluster (Ruhr Explores Solvation). The 
objective of the cluster is to develop solvation research as a new 
research discipline and provide the community with valuable 
knowledge for future applications. 

Another seminal research topic of Ruhr-Universität is IT 
 security. In the age of smartphones, networked vehicles and 
big data, it is extremely relevant to society. How can we protect 
ourselves against IT attacks? Scientists with a technical focus 
are cooperating across disciplines with researchers from the 
arts, humanities and social sciences to study the relationship 
 between human behaviour and IT security.

RESEARCH DEPARTMENTS

World-class research is organised at Ruhr-Universität in flex-
ible, interdisciplinary Research Departments (RDs). By net-
working among themselves and at regional, national and inter-
national levels, they form larger clusters that study overarching 
topics. 

At the Horst Görtz Institute for IT Security (HGI), more than 
100 researchers from information technology, mathematics, 
the arts, social sciences and law work together to study the op-
portunities and risks of digitalisation. The HGI is internation-
ally renowned as a leading research centre. It has Europe’s 
largest training programme for IT security and is integrated 
into extensive academic and industrial networks.

In the Solvation Science RD, more than 200 chemists, biolo-
gists and physicists are decoding the role of solvents in chem-
ical reactions. On that basis, new concepts can be developed 
for industry – such as for energy conversion and storage or for 
pharmaceutical research.

The Neuroscience RD researches brain functions with a multi-
disciplinary strategy. It focuses on sensory systems, learning 
and memory, brain pathology and applied neuroscience.

In the Materials RD, researchers seek to design innovative ma-
terials with previously unused property profiles. The intend-
ed fields of application are varied: turbines for aviation, battery 
cells, innovative drive systems or fuel cells.

The Plasmas with Complex Interactions RD is dedicated to a 
key technology of the 21st century and research far beyond the 
traditional limits of plasma research.

The CERES (Centre for Religious Studies) RD researches the 
self-reinforcing nature of religion across 20 disciplines in the 
arts, humanities and social sciences. 

How do proteins function? Researchers in the Protein RD in-
vestigate the structure of proteins in detail and their interac-
tions in networks within cells.

How can tunnel construction be safer, more efficient and more 
economical? How can geothermal energy be used to conserve 
the environment? To solve these and other subterranean 
questions, scientists from eight disciplines work together  
in the Subsurface Modelling and Engineering RD.

To prevent greenhouse gas carbon dioxide (CO2) from being 
released, the team at the Closed Carbon Cycle Economy RD re-
searches ways to achieve closed carbon cycles. 

The Interfacial Systems Chemistry RD researches the interac-
tion between individual molecules or atoms. The objective is to 
develop a microscopic understanding of chemical complexity.



RUB  RUHR-UNIVERSITÄT BOCHUM 
RESEARCH12 13 

RESEARCH » PROMOTING YOUNG TALENT STEP BY STEP

Ruhr-Universität supports researchers at all stages of their aca-
demic careers. With junior research groups as well as graduate 
schools, it creates the best possible conditions from the outset 
for young people to work independently, develop individually 
and build up productive networks.

With its multi-award-winning Research School, unique in Ger-
many, Ruhr-Universität sets quality standards across faculties 
in supporting its PhD students. In the Research School plus, 
international networking is promoted among PhD students 
and young post-docs through a range of programmes. The Re-
search Academy Ruhr, as part of the Ruhr-Universität Alliance, 

offers an extensive support system to young researchers in the 
Ruhr Metropolis. This is one of the best performing and larg-
est platforms of its kind in all of Germany, a model of how to 
promote regional talent that is unique in the country and has 
an outstanding international reputation.

To attract and retain the best young talent, Ruhr-Universität 
has developed Tenure Track Programmes designed for junior 
professors, as well as post-docs and junior research group lead-
er positions. It offers attractive development opportunities to 
those with outstanding achievements, particularly those who 
are well suited to independent research and teaching.

MORE ROOM FOR RESEARCH
Four new research facilities at 

Ruhr-Universität Bochum re-

flect the growing significance of 

its emphasis on interdisciplinary 

research. In the new buildings, 

Ruhr-Universität scientists, part-

ners and guests, often from dif-

ferent disciplines, will enjoy ide-

al conditions for shared research 

and dialogue. 

The Centre for Molecular 

Spectroscopy and Simulation 

of Solvent-controlled Process-

es (ZEMOS) is the new building 

for solvation science. It assem-

bles under one roof the expertise 

and technology of this rapidly de-

veloping research field and is the 

home of the excellence cluster 

RESOLV. The Centre for Inter-

face-Dominated High Perfor-

mance Materials (ZGH) is cur-

rently under construction. Here, 

scientists will study materials 

under extreme conditions, ex-

amining material interfaces and 

the combination of structure and 

function in innovative materials. 

The construction should further 

promote the interdisciplinary Ma-

terials Research Department, al-

ready on its way to the top of in-

ternational ranks. The Research 

Centre for Molecular Protein 

Diagnostics (ProDi) is located 

on the neighbouring Health Cam-

pus. Here, the scientists carry out 

medical research, or more accu-

rately, study possibilities to di-

agnose diseases such as cancer 

and Alzheimer’s at earlier stag-

es. The fourth research centre of 

Ruhr-Universität, the Centre for 

the Engineering of Smart Prod-

uct Service Systems (ZESS) is 

being built on a newly developed 

site that is going to accommodate 

an innovative science, technology 

and business start-up district.
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TEACHING » INNOVATIVE AND RESEARCH-ORIENTED

Ruhr-Universität is an attractive place to study because it offers 
a broad range of subjects, numerous possibilities to combine 
majors and a transdisciplinary core programme of courses. In 
2010, teachers and students worked together to develop the 
university’s Teaching and Learning Mission and Vision that 
features a strong commitment to research-oriented teaching 
and learning throughout all stages of the student career.

Ruhr-Universität promotes research-oriented teaching, joint 
teaching formats and continuous curriculum development to 
reflect the most modern developments in educational science. 
For more than a decade, digitalisation has been tested and im-
plemented step by step to complement face-to-face teaching, 
allow for more spatial and temporal flexibility, enable network-
ing among students and diversify teaching methods. Over the 
last eight years, Ruhr-Universität won a total of 28 million eu-
ros of government funding in a nation-wide competition for 
teaching projects. 

The Centre for Learning and Teaching has a decisive role in 
the promotion of teaching and learning. A writing centre, an 
e-learning section and an academic development division offer 
wide-ranging support to teachers and students. A systematic  
university-level teaching qualification programme for profes-
sors, support in academic writing for students and advice on 
all questions regarding digitalisation and e-learning are among 
its professional services.

A refined system of quality management helps to monitor and 
support teaching and learning. Student evaluations, the feed-
back of Ruhr-Universität’s graduates and international stu-
dents as well as the teachers’ input are taken into considera-
tion for further improvement.

INTEGRATIVE LEARNING 
Combining practical experience with scholarship and science 

opens new horizons for learners. Ruhr-Universität offers in-

tegrative learning experiences in many places: in the Alfried 

Krupp Laboratory for Pupils with its humanities and its 

sciences branches, young people learn, even before start-

ing their studies, what it means to approach an assignment 

from a research perspective, how to conduct experiments 

and how to interpret their results. Hands-on projects make 

it easier to step into the world of scholarship and science. 

This also applies to Bachelor’s and Master’s students 

who, together with interested professors, are encouraged by 

the funding line Student-Initiated Courses to suggest new 

course formats. A student jury selects promising courses, the 

applicants are given the necessary funds, design and try out 

the course. This has produced a number of innovative clas ses 

that enrich the standard curriculum.

TEACHING BUILDS BRIDGES
Studienbrücke Germany is a programme 

started by Ruhr-Universität and by now ex-

tended to include the other two partners in the 

Ruhr-Universität Alliance. In cooperation with 

the Goethe Institute and the German Academ-

ic Exchange Service (DAAD), it offers Eastern 

European and Central Asian school pupils with 

excellent German and technical knowledge the 

opportunity to begin studying STEM subjects 

at the universities of the Ruhr-Universität Alli-

ance immediately after they finish school. 



TEACHING » TRANSCENDING BORDERS 

The Professional School of Education trains and educates pro-
spective school teachers in more than 20 subjects. Projects in 
educational research are carried out and doctoral students are 
offered a variety of interdisciplinary and professional develop-
ment courses. The school has a particularly strong reputation 
for its networking activities – with the researchers on campus, 
with the regional schoolteachers and with the regional and 
transregional school administrations. It works also closely to-
gether with Ruhr-Universität’s Alfried Krupp Laboratory for 
Pupils, where an interest in the newest insights of science and 
the humanities is sparked in the students of tomorrow. 

Ruhr-Universität offers ten study programmes taught exclu-
sively in English. This facilitates access for international stu-
dents and prepares German-speaking students for a global ac-
ademic and job market. Ruhr-Universität maintains joint and 
double degree programmes with a number of universities 
around the world to promote international exchange and allow 
students to broaden their horizons. 

The International Office is the perfect place to go to if interna-
tional students need help settling in and mastering the organ-
isational challenges of a stay in a foreign country. It is much 
more than just a place to sort out where banking can be done 
and how to go about extending one’s visa. It offers a variety of 
social activities to meet with fellow students, tour the vicinity, 
travel to interesting places or improve one’s language skills. 

The best places to study German as a foreign language and a 
variety of other languages are the Zentrum für Fremdsprachen 
(Foreign Language Centre) and the Landesspracheninstitut 
(Bochum University Institute of Intensive Language Training), 
where experienced teachers offer training in more than 15 for-
eign languages in weekly classes or in intensive, often person-
alized small-group settings. 
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CULTURAL LABORATORY MAX KADE HALL
Intercultural encounters require space. This space 

is supplied by the nearby glass cube of the Max 

Kade Hall, which is run by the AKAFÖ, food and 

housing supplier for students and important part-

ner of Ruhr-Universität. It has been a meeting 

point for people from different nations since 2013. 

It offers a language café and a colourful pro-

gramme of events. The New York Max Kade Foun-

dation generously supported the construction of 

the cultural lab.
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TRANSFER » IMPLEMENTING INNOVATION

Ruhr-Universität pursues a third core academic mission that 
actively influences society: transfer. Knowledge is not an end 
in itself. It can connect people and ideas, spark debates, reveal 
perspectives and bring about change. That is why Ruhr-Univer-
sität promotes the transfer of knowledge in a variety of ways. 

Tapping into new markets with smart ideas requires a sound 
strategy and the right contacts. Ruhr-Universität supports this 
process with a transfer concept that starts with advising com-
pany founders and extends to patenting and licensing ideas, 
inventions and products. A new and innovative place for the 
transfer of knowledge and technologies at Ruhr-Universität is 
the WORLDFACTORY. Here, the focus is on transferring re-
search questions and results into practical applications, devel-
oping creative solutions for business scenarios and operational 
practise and tying teaching and research more closely to solv-
ing practical challenges.

The Technology Campus, a newly developed extension of 
Ruhr-Universität, boasts ideal conditions for an exchange be-
tween science and business, theory and practice, because sci-
entific facilities and industrial companies are located right next 
to one another. Here, Ruhr-Universität is building a Research 
Centre for the Engineering of Smart Product Service Systems 
(ZESS) that focuses on the interaction between people, technol-
ogy and organisation in the future-oriented field of Industry 4.0.

Ruhr-Universität also seeks dialogue with the public. Research 
fascinates people, with or without academic training, if it is 
presented in an exciting and comprehensible way. In Blue 
Square in the centre of Bochum, scientists regularly interact 
with members of the public. The biological consequences of 
climate change, digitalisation in the working world, populism 
– these and many other current topics are raised and discussed 
here in a new kind of dialogue format. 
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TRIP TO THE LEARNING FACTORY
How does production work in a medium-sized com-

pany? A glimpse into industrial practice helps to un-

derstand the processes better. Ruhr-Universität’s 

Learning and Research Factory makes this pos-

sible: here, students in engineering and the social 

sciences experience the entire production process 

– from technology to factory organisation to per-

sonnel deployment. This special factory combines 

theory, simulation and role play in a real produc-

tion context. It is one of the building blocks of the  

WORLDFACTORY.



CULTURE » RUHR-UNIVERSITÄT AS A PLACE TO LIVE

The campus of Ruhr-Universität Bochum is a microcosm that 
thrives on the interplay of research and recreation, nature and 
culture. Here, students and members of Ruhr-Universität, 
just as members of the public, can find so many programmes, 
events and exhibitions that it can be difficult to decide what to 
do or visit next.

In Bochum as well as the rest of the Ruhr district, the cultur-
al diversity of the people living here has shaped the communi-
ty’s way of thinking. A cosmopolitan outlook and willingness 
to experiment provide fertile ground for a multi-faceted cultur-
al scene. Europe’s densest theatre landscape, renowned concert 
halls, museums as well as a wide variety of gastronomic delights 
offer treats for every taste.

One unique feature of the Ruhr district is the Route of Industri-
al Culture. It connects all the former industrial plants that have 
been converted into exciting cultural venues. One example is 
the Centenary Hall in Bochum: today the former machine room 
for furnace blowers hosts a renowned theatre festival, the Ruhr-
triennale. Even nature lovers can find what their hearts desire in 
and around Bochum: the Ruhr Valley cycle route combines nat-
ural and cultural experiences on a 240-kilometre tour from the 
source of the Ruhr to the point where it flows into the Rhine. 

In the art collections at Ruhr-Universität, antique art meets sig-
nificant contemporary works. The architectural art also makes it 

possible to experience art without visiting a museum: the entire 
campus is an artistic landscape of works that prominent artists 
have created, sometimes specifically for Ruhr-Universität Bo-
chum. In terms of its architecture, the campus is even regarded 
as a work of art itself. 

The Arts Centre offers space to be creative – in intermedial art, 
music and theatre. Or you can just watch, listen and enjoy – per-
formances on the studio stage, concerts given by the universi-
ty choir, orchestra and various other music ensembles or exhibi-
tions in the Arts Centre and around campus.

At the Botanical Garden you can learn about the flora of Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. Particularly in winter, a walk through 
the greenhouses provides a welcome respite and a chance to 
learn about tropical plants. The extensive Chinese Garden can 
provide a short break away from daily routine – a true homage 
to oriental garden design.

And finally, with more than 90 different sports on offer, 
Ruhr-Universität ensures that you can work your muscles as 
well as your mind. With its wide range of offerings, everyone 
can find something to help create a healthy work/life balance. 
The university is also dedicated to the support of competitive 
sports, and it assists athletes in making their competitive sports 
fit in with their learning schedules. That way, it produces not 
only world-class research but also Olympic winners.

SITUATION KUNST
Situation Kunst, located on the grounds 

of Haus Weitmar, is an exciting land-

scape of architecture, nature and art. 

Part of the art collection of Ruhr-Univer-

sität Bochum, it includes individual pavil-

ions devoted to the works of contempo-

rary artists such as Gotthard Graubner, 

Arnulf Rainer and Richard Serra. These 

contrast with older artworks from Africa 

and Asia and landscape painting dating 

back several centuries, the latter housed 

in a unique underground gallery. More of 

Serra’s steel sculpture as well as other 

works of art can be found throughout the 

park – and then perhaps discussed over 

a cup of coffee in the restored ruins of 

Haus Weitmar. 
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CITY OF CITIES » EXPERIENCING DIVERSITY

Ruhr-Universität takes its name from the river Ruhr that flows 
along the southern edge of the Ruhr region and connects Bo-
chum to the other large cities in the region. The city borders 
are also fluid, which is why outsiders perceive the Ruhr region 
as one large city with many faces: the City of Cities. Want to go 
on a pub crawl through the Bermuda Triangle in Bochum, or 
to a football match in Dortmund, or a ballet in Essen? No prob-
lem, you don’t have to travel very far!

With 53 municipalities and more than five million inhabitants, 
including 260,000 students at a total of 22 colleges and uni-
versities, the Ruhr region is the largest conurbation in Germa-
ny and one of the largest urban areas in Europe. Whether they 

live, work, study or just visit the area, people value the excel-
lent transportation links provided by the extensive network of 
motorways, train services and air routes.

People from all over the world call the Ruhr region their home. 
One out of five residents of Bochum has non-German roots, 
because people have been moving to the Ruhr district to live 
and work for over 150 years. The city of Bochum owes its dy-
namic economic development to its positive attitude towards 
change: in addition to the healthcare sector, IT security, and 
production and creative industries, science has become a par-
ticularly important economic factor. 
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