Gross injustice 22 January 2009

What a pity the brave stand to maintain affordable access to university made by a courageous individual commiitted to an institiution he has made credible, with a campus to be proud of and increasingly strong academic and sporting reputation is not being recognised. The blogging on the THES site over the last few weeks has been embarrassingly puerile. If only the true story were reported from reliable sources rather than allowing tabloid sensationalism, rumour and outright lies to cloud the reality.
Lee's Met 22 January 2009
What a pity that Lee's Met has seen good staff leave, that it has made headline new stories on Look North regarding the serious investigations into bullying, that students have felt it necessary to publish on the internet their dissatisfaction with teaching standards. What a shame that branding (such as labelling mineralled water bottles with the slogan "Leeds Met Refreshes") has taken priority over allowing staff to openly debate the changes that have taken place without fear of repercussion.

What a pity that this U-turn is 1 to add to the many which happened during my time at Leeds Met, wasting time, money and resources. What a pity that efforts weren't concentrated on steady growth in research and academic standards, and promotion of staff with PhDs rather than boom-bust showmanship for the outside world.
Helen Williams 22 January 2009
Anne seems to have a point Why is a senior officer and clerk to the governing body not here at this crucial time. Is it your strategy to bury your head in the sand and hope all will be ok when you return. Do you know how we feel. Staff and students want to know why the VC has resigned. Stake holders want reassurance. Surely you could have cancelled your holiday and gone later in the year. I can’t believe that you are away. ARE FEES GOING UP?.
Gary Blair 22 January 2009
Seems to me that the VC has been let down badly by his senior staff and the Chair. Could they please resign asap. How can the FD and Chair stay in post.
Marian McGuire 22 January 2009

Sally in charge. You cannot be serious.
Declan Groves 22 January 2009

If you are in a position such as Simon Lee and a large number of staff are suffering `psychological ill health' , combined with the HSC becoming involved then indeed something is very wrong at Leeds Met.

His wifes contribution of the ` etiquette and style guide'  was laughable and ill thought. Simon and Patricia have played their fiddles whilst Rome has been  burning...

I  believe he's not  bad as an individual, I feel more sadness him. He's listened to the wrong people, been impressed by the wrong people, adopted the wrong thinking on managing people, by the wrong guru's etc.....those who appointed him are the real problem.

I'd love to attend dinner with him and his charming wife..hopefully peas won't be on the plate...can you image the stress that would cause me, and of course having to talk about flowers and pretty things for the whole evening?
Anne Rogers 22 January 2009

Please not Sally and puppet master Willis. We will be a laughing stock.
Sad state of affairs 22 January 2009
Why are we reading stuff like this in the newspaper?  Why are Leeds Met Management themselves not telling us what is going on?  They should all be ashamed of themselves, including the Board of Governor's.  Living it up on their fat salaries in their ivory towers, taking holidays at crucial times.  Is it any wonder so many people feel angry at the way things are done, they are running a University not the bloody country - they all have ideas above their station.  Leeds Met staff are entitled to post these comments because they can't be said within the institution.  
Lost 22 January 2009

What has happened to:

http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=26&storycode=405031&c=1

but is cached at:

http://74.125.77.132/search?q=cache:1gwSEmxCuSIJ:www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp%3Fsectioncode%3D26%26storycode%3D405025%26c%3D2+simon+lee+resign&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=4&gl=uk
Sumum Bonum 22 January 2009
Have no fear, it's all explained in the local paper: http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/Property-slump-increasing-debts-student.4901516.jp

Mr Willis ' insisted: "In terms of our finances, there are completely unfounded rumours. I don't recognise in any way a difficult financial situation. Nothing has changed because of the resignation of the vice-chancellor'
Lewis Coakley 22 January 2009
The saga continues, join the fight against rising fees...

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=223103111&ref=nf#/group.php?gid=44564584725&ref=ts 

Found 22 January 2009
The original Times Higher article about the resignation is here:

http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=26&storycode=405120

Margaret 22 January 2009
The TH reports that

‘’ The university's chancellor, athlete Brendan Foster OBE, was also understood to be considering his position. A Leeds Met spokesperson said: "The chancellor will have completed four years in office by the summer. He is in discussions with the chair of the board of governors about his continuing role."

Why doesn’t the Clerk and Ninian Watts tell us straight has the Chancellor resigned or not. Why has the Chancellor resigned? Don’t give us that 4 years tale. Please be honest Clerk and Watts. Once again your judgment is poor. You are also responsible for the minutes. Too much après ski.
T. Baker 22 January 2009
The TH reports on a disagreement on fees. Is there also a disagreement on the minutes? How can this be? The VC has resigned and preserved his integrity. We do need reassurance on the integrity of the Chair Ninian and the Clerk. Have they resigned yet?
Christine 22 January 2009
What is the problem with this one. Who doesn't like it?

The Bard told us who the conspirators were earlier Brutus Denton is Caesar's right hand man. Brutus allows himself to be cajoled into joining a group of conspiring senior officers and governors because of a growing suspicion—implanted by Cassius Ramsey and Casca Ninian—that Caesar intends to keep tuition fees at their current level. The conspirators are joined by Tillius Sally, Trebonius Pashley and Decius Willis motivated largely by envy and ambition. Rumours also include Julius Hudson and Ligarius Gray Any others?
The TH reports 22 January 2009
‘‘Posts were deeply divided on Professor Lee's legacy to the university.’’ So far we have only had negative comments about Brute Denton, Cassius Ramsey, Casca Ninian, Tillius Sally, Trebonius Pashley, Decius Willis, Ligarius Gray and Julius Hudson. Can anyone come up with a ‘nice’ post about any of the conspirators.

Jennifer ward 22 January 2009
I totally agree with Lee's Met. 

Academic standards have fallen through the floor while Simon Lee has been in post. Leeds Met is now all about show and gloss with no real substance underneath.

The current prospectus makes me wonder whether the university is actually worth its annual budget. Many of the nations skill requirements are not been met by the current courses.

Under Simon Lee's leader ship a bullying atmosphere was created.

It is a great shame that so many good staff have felt the need to leave, at the detriment of student learning.
mary M 22 January 2009

J Ward is right but its the ex VC who is "all about show and gloss with no real substance". I really feel sorry for the poor hardworking staff and students at Lees Met left with his mess.
Tacitus 22 January 2009
?sed praefulgebant Cassius atque Brutus eo ipso quod effigies eorum non visebantur.

But Cassius and Brutus outshone them all, from the very fact that their likenesses were not to be seen.
phil mccraken 22 January 2009
The sly ones that have planned for simon to get pushed out for their own good and selfishness should all resign and leave our university to keep driving forwards....whatever people say about our VC he's honest and principalled, which is more than can say to the conspirators...you know who you are..and we dont want to sad and pathetic people in the university like you..!!.look whats happened, our name and reputation is in shatters....and I like the environment I work in and hate the fact that I'm finding it difficult to know who to trust out of all the big wigs now after all this malarky!

