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nearby housing estates will be able to watch 
the likes of LeBron James – whose weekly 
earnings top $950,000 (£606,000) a week, 
according to the 2012 Forbes Rich List –  
and five-time NBA champion Kobe Bryant 
train on campus.

“If some of these youngsters can come and 
watch these athletes in action, it could change 
their lives,” Cosford says, by inspiring them  
to follow in their footsteps.

O lympic and Paralympic teams are based 
at 35 universities around the UK, living 
in student rooms and training ahead of 

the Games, which begin when the Olympic 
torchbearer lights the cauldron in the Olympic 
Stadium in East London on 27 July during the 
£27 million opening ceremony.

Although most teams are clustered around 
London, athletes are also staying at institu-
tions much further away: Cameroon’s training 
camp, for example, is at Robert Gordon 
University in Scotland.

These universities, too, hope that the much-
discussed Olympic legacy will not reside solely 
in wonderful memories of their overseas visi-
tors and their part in a glorious sporting 
summer.

Hosting more than 300 South Korean 
athletes at Brunel University’s Uxbridge 

campus will provide an opportunity to 
 showcase the institution to thousands of 
young Koreans considering overseas study, 
says Ian Campbell, the university’s pro vice-
chancellor for external relations.

“It has allowed us to develop international 
links with Korea,” he explains.

“We hope there will be a lasting legacy 
from the Olympics through the international 
partnerships we’ve established.”

Like UEL, the University of Birmingham 
will be under the spotlight as it hosts the 
Jamaican track and field team, as well as 
Team USA’s sprinters, who will train at  
nearby Alexander Stadium, home of the 
renowned Birchfield Harriers.

With the Olympic 100m champion and 
world record holder Usain Bolt, world 100m 
champion Yohan Blake and former world 
record holder Asafa Powell on campus, media 
attention will be substantial. Birmingham is 
keen to use the occasion as an opportunity to 
reach out to schoolchildren, including those 
from the area’s large Caribbean community, 
who are eager to see the sport’s top names.

But not all universities can expect to host 
a major team such as the US or Jamaica, with 
all the surrounding media circus and celebrity 
razzmatazz; some teams are tiny. The Pacific 
island of Vanuatu, with a population of just 

At the Rome Olympics 
in 1960, sprinter  
Peter Radford was one 
of Britain’s brightest 
medal hopes.

the 20-year-old from 
Walsall, pictured, who 
went on to become pro-
fessor of sport science at 
Brunel University, had set 
a new world record in the 
200m and was equally 
fancied in the 100m dash.

But entering the  
olympic arena for the 
100m final was an  
overwhelming experience, 
Radford recalls. “it was 
incredibly hot – Rome 
was having a heatwave – 
and 100,000 people 
were shouting. it was a 
very strange experience.

“at the time, no one 
had ever run at two 
games, so i was aware 
this was the only chance 
i’d have to win an  
olympic medal.

“i developed a focus 
where i blocked out the 
rest of the world and 
went into my shell. in 
fact, i didn’t want to look 
at the others because 
i was afraid they would 
look too good.”

But Radford’s focus 
was broken by the 

 German sprinter armin 
Hary, known as “the  
thief of starts” for his 
quick getaways.

Hary claimed that  
his reaction times  
were a “built-in talent”, 
but other competitors 
believed his lightning-fast 
starts were down 
to gamesmanship.

“While we were on our 
fingertips, he came in last 
and late into the blocks, 
so the starter fired his 
gun almost immediately,” 
says Radford.

“as the gun went off, 
Hary was away. He 

caused a false start, 
which was followed by 
another. We had to wait 
20 minutes in total.

“i was thinking about 
what Hary had done and 
my concentration had 
cracked. When the race 
started, i found myself  
in last place. i managed 
to chase down three  
runners, but couldn’t 
reach the last two.”

Radford claimed 
a bronze medal in the 
race – Hary took the  
gold – and Radford later 
picked up a bronze in  
the 4x100m relay. He 

also competed at the 
1964 tokyo olympics, 
where his performance 
was hampered by injury.  
But his 100m British 
record stood for 19 years  
before it was beaten by 
alan Wells.

“it felt more like a gold 
medal lost – it took me 
years to get over it,” 
admits Radford, who 
returned to the olympics 
in 1996 as chairman of 
UK athletics.

He believes his  
experiences with athletics 
helped prepare him for 
a life in academia.

“you develop a tre-
mendous ability to plan 
ahead and work hard  
for rewards which come 
much later,” he suggests.

“i think that is why 
many high-level athletes 
will achieve in other areas 
of life. athletics is not just 
about relying on your 
 natural ability but having 
perseverance and a 
 single-mindedness that 
helps in the rest of your 
life.

“even in my retirement 
i’ve won a national 
gardens championship  
by going that extra mile,” 
Radford says.

FROM OLYMPIC SPRINTS TO SCHOLARSHIP’S LONG GAME
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Welcome, world: universities hosting Olympic squads
Scotland
Robert Gordon 
University
Cameroon
north east
Durham University
Colombia, Sri Lanka
University of 
Sunderland
Grenada
yorkshire and 
Humberside
University of Bradford
tanzania, vietnam
Leeds Metropolitan 
University
China
University of Leeds
Canada, China
University of york
Gambia, 
Guinea-Bissau

north West
edge Hill University, 
Manchester 
Metropolitan 
University, Uclan
australia,  
Pacific islands
University of 
Manchester/
Manchester 
Metropolitan  
University
Brazil
east Midlands
Loughborough 
University
Great Britain, Japan
University of 
northampton
Great Britain
West Midlands
University of 
Birmingham
Jamaica
Wales
Cardiff University
australia and others 
Glyndwr University
Lesotho
South West
University of Bath
Denmark, Great 
Britain, Malaysia
University of Bristol
Kenya
University of 
Gloucestershire
Malawi

South east
University of 
Bedfordshire
ivory Coast
Canterbury Christ 
Church University
Puerto Rico
University of 
Chichester
Bahamas, Barbados, 
Dominican Republic, 
Finland, Grenada
University of 
Hertfordshire
British virgin islands, 
St Kitts and nevis, 
St Lucia, St vincent 
and the Grenadines
University of Kent
nepal
University of oxford
new Zealand
Southampton Solent 
University
Great Britain
University of Surrey
antigua and Barbuda, 
estonia, Great Britain, 
nigeria, Singapore, 
Spain, United States
London
Brunel University
Canada, South Korea
University of east 
London
Singapore, United 
States
imperial College 
London
australia, France, 
Great Britain, Japan, 
Switzerland
London South Bank 
University
France
St Mary’s University 
College
China, Japan, Republic 
of ireland, South africa
University of the arts 
London
Georgia

note: Locations are approximate and not all 
flags of all competitor nations are shown. 
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